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Introduction

I begininthe name of Allah 1\&;%5\2% Lord of the Worlds, and sending
Salutations on our beloved Rastilullah Jz. k4.

Allah 1G58 sent down many Prophets to this world in order to
guide mankind. He chose to mention some of them in the Holy

Qur’an so we can read, learn and take advice from their examples.

Alhamdulillah there have been many books written about the
Prophets including ‘Stories of the Prophets’ by Hazrat Sayyed
Abul Hasan “Ali Nadwi £iliz; which is an invaluable resource for
all Students of the Qur’an.

This Ramadan, due to the attendance of many younger children
in our daily programmes after ‘Asr Salah at Masjid Zakariya, I
decided to narrate the story of Yiisuf 3zii<e. The verses from the
Qur'an would be read first and then the translation and an
explanation of the verses.

As resources I used ‘Stories of the Prophets’ and the English
Translation of the Qur’an done by Mufti Taqi Usmani DB.

During the compilation, I thought it would be a good idea to
serialize this story into various chapters, so it can be used by

various people, like students who want to learn the meaning of
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the verses. It can be used by teachers in Madaris who want to tell
the story over the course of a few days. It can even be used by
parents wanting to tell their children the story of Yasuf
Bl during bedtime.

Insha’Allah, T pray that Allah 1G5 increases our love and
connection with the Holy Qur’an and gives me the ability to
produce more booklets in the same format for the other Prophets
as well.

Ebrahim Noor

26" Ramadan 1439 (11" June 2018)



Chapter 1 - The Dream

Allah (&%= has revealed many Strah’s about many Prophets
in the Holy Qur’an. One such Prophet was Ysuf 32, And this
is his story.

Allah Q&8s says:
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Alif Lam Ra. These are verses of the enlightening book. We have sent it
down as an Arabic Qur’an, so that you may understand. By revealing this
Qur'an to you, we hereby narrate to you (Muhammad LscEiflz) the
best narrative, while before this you were among those unaware (of it).

! Holy Qur’an (12:1-3)
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This is an amazing and fascinating story. It is the only story in the
Qur’an of a Prophet which is mentioned in a single Stirah. The
Stories of the other Prophets are mentioned in lots of different
Stirahs, like ‘Adam 2k, Ibrahim MENE, Misa P&l and Isa
B, but the actual story of Yiisuf 2k is only mentioned in
this one Strah.

This Strah will tell us about lots of different things. It will tell us
about the love of a son for his father, and the fathers love for his
child. 1t will tell us about jealousy between brothers. It will tell us
about the journey of one boy who was abandoned and then
travelled to another country where he became the leader of the
people. It will tell us how Allah (&%= gave him patience,
bravery, intellect and the quality to forgive.

So let’s start our story. Yaisuf 3l was the son of Ya‘qiib izl
who was the son of Ishaq ¥@ixe who was the son of Ibrahim
Bk, Ya‘qib 3ENcE had 12 sons in total and the youngest 2
were Yisuf 3=l and Binyamin,

Allah 1% used to sometimes send true dreams to the
Prophets. This Stirah starts with a dream and ends with the
interpretation of the dream. Yiisuf 32l was stilla boy when one
night he had a dream.



In the Qur’an Allah Q&% says.

v\

oy s iy B0 5 e

And when Ytsuf »iGE said to his father, “Oh my father, indeed I have
seen (in my dream) 11 stars and the sun and the moon, I saw them
prostrating, doing Sajdah to me!”

When Yiisuf 324 told his father Ya“qiib 3zt what he had seen
in his dream, Ya‘qiib 3L realised, that his son was destined for

great things, but he gave him a warning because he knew his

brothers were jealous of him,

> Holy Qur’an (12:4)
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He (Ya‘qiib »LI:E) said “Oh my son, do not tell your brothers about your
dream, for they might plot againstyou, indeed Shaytan to man isan open

enemy.”

Yiisuf 3Eie listened to his father’s advice and didn’t tell his

brothers about the dream.

Now Yiisuf 32iixe and his brother Binyamin both had the same
mother, Rachel. And their father Ya‘qiib 3=k loved them very
much. He would not let them out of his sight and would not send

them with their brothers in case something happened to them.

The brothers were jealous because their father loved those two
more than them, so what didthey do? They decided to plot against
Yiisuf SENE.

* Holy Qur’an (12:5)



The Qur’an tells us:

When they said “truly Yisuf »LE:E and his brother (Binyamin) are more
beloved to our father than us, and we are a strong group. Indeed our

father is in plain error.”
;a A2 2 1 B 23
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“Kill Yiisuf »LEGE or cast him out to another land, so the favour of your
father will be given to you and after that you will become righteous

. anhap r"'7fJ‘ | r::efb.-'k

* Holy Qur’an (12:8)
° Holy Qur’an (12:9)
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One from among them said, “Don’t kill Yiisuf sLZJEE, throw him down to
the bottom of a well, he will be picked up by some caravan, if you are to

do something.”

So the brothers made a plan, we won't kill Yiisuf 32, we will
take him and throw him into the bottom of a well. Some caravan
will then pass by and pick him up. They will take him away with
them to some far away land so he will be away from our father.
Once he has gone, our father will only love us and we won’t have

to worry about him. After that we will become good again.

Now the plan was made, they needed to find a way to take Yaisuf
BN away from their father. In order to do this, they needed to
come up with a good excuse and convince him to let him go.

¢ Holy Qur’an (12:10)
11 |



Chapter 2 - The Brothers Plot

The brothers had plotted and decided to throw Yiisuf e
inside a well so that their father Ya‘qiib ¥zlixe would love them
more instead of him.

So they now went to their father:
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They said “Oh our father, why do you not trust us with Yisuf siE and
indeed we are his well-wishers. Send him with us tomorrow to enjoy

himself and play and we will take care of him.”

R

’ Holy Qur’an (12:11-12)
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Their father replied:

He said, “Indeed it saddens me that you take him away and I fear that a
wolf may eat him while you are unaware (careless).”

The brothers replied:

$\
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They said, “If a wolf eats him, while we are a strong group then surely we
are the losers.”

r’

¢ Holy Qur’an (12:13)
° Holy Qur’an (12:14)
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So the brothers asked their father Ya‘qiib 2l if they could take
Yiisuf M2k with them and he expressed reservation. He was
worried something might happen to Yisuf #Eick, maybe the
desert wolves might eat him, His other sons convinced him that
how can a wolf eat him when there are so many of us, we are a
strong group. We will look after him and make sure nothing
happens to him. In this way the brothers convinced their father
and the next day they would take Y{isuf e with them and

carry out their plan.

The following day, the brothers took Yiisuf ®Ziick into the
Wilderness.

So when they went away with him and were determined to put him in the
bottom of the pit.

They took him to a well and threw him inside. They showed no
mercy to their younger brother and left him there. Imagine how
sad and lonely Yiisuf 32l must have felt all alone in that deep,
dark well and the fact that it was none other than his own
brothers who had done this horrible deed.

' Holy Qur’an (12:15)
14 |



Allah 3552 then told Yaisuf aik:
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And we revealed to him (Yisuf PLILE, ), you will one day remind them of

this deed of theirs and they will not recognize you.

So Allah 1G58 told him not to worry, he will be safe and one
day he will see them all again and remind them of what they did.

So now Yiisuf ML is in the well, the brothers need to come up
with an excuse to explain Yiisuf’s absence, what will they tell their
father?

They decided that they will tell their father that a wolf had eaten

him, Their father had already expressed fear that this might
happen to him. So how could they prove that Yiisuf ik had

been eaten by a wolf?
)
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" Holy Qur’an (12:15) 4
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The brothers had to prove Yiisuf 3zl had been attacked, sothey
took his shirt and decided they needed to cover it in blood. The
brothers went a caught a ram and killed it. Yasuf §iE shirt was
then dipped in the ram’s blood. Their father will recognize his

shirt and see it covered in blood and believe in their story.
o : ie - r.a:

And they came to their father at night time weeping.

The brothers then returned home pretending to be upset because
they had to show that their younger brother had just been killed.

i
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They said, “Oh our Father, we went racing with one another and we left
Yisuf »LLE with our belongings and the wolf ate him. You will never
believe us, howsoever truthful we may be.”

2 Holy Qur’an (12:16)
" Holy Qur’an (12:17)
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And they came with fake blood on his shirt.

Now when Ya“qiib 3=l saw the shirt, he knew something wasn’t
right. Ya‘qiib 3&lie was a Prophet, he was a wise man. If a wolf
had eaten up Yaisuf 32k then his shirt would be all torn up, but
this shirt wasn’t ripped, it had only been dipped in blood.

2 o9 7 C > TZ
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He (Ya'qub »Lk:E) said, “Rather your inner desires have tempted you to

do something. So patienceis best. It is Allah whose help is sought against
what you describe.”

So the brothers’ left Yiisuf 3t in a well, they came to their
father with his shirt dipped in false blood and their father knew

something was not right, but he remained patient.

Holy Qur’an (12:18)
> Holy Qur’an (12:18)




Chapter 3 - From the Well to the Palace

The brothers had returned home in the evening crying and lied to
their father. They said we were racing and left Yiisuf 3zl with
our belongings when a wolf came and ate him. They showed him
Yiisuf 2k shirt covered in blood but their father knew
something was not quite right.

Yiisuf 3ENcE was now in the well all alone, it was deep, dark, and
lonely. His father Ya‘qib »Ziicemust have also been wondering
what has happened to his son that he loved somuch. Imagine how
we feel when someone we love gets lost even for a little while.

Let’s see what happened next.

18|Page



A group of people were travelling through the desert and were
thirsty. They saw the well and sent a person to go and get some

water.

-
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And some wayfarers came (meaning some travelers) and they sent their
water-drawer (the person who gets water for them), so he let down his
bucket.

He puts his bucket in the well and what does he find?
78 ik e e i AT, rJ‘ KURUIARANE

He said “What a good news, here is a boy”, and they kept him hidden in

their merchandise while Allah was aware of what they were doing.

* Holy Qur’an (12:19)
" Holy Qur’an (12:19)




So this group found this boy and hid him so they could sell him
later on. They travelled all the way from the land of Can‘an where
Yasuf $EiE used to live, to the land of Egypt.

They took Yaisuf 3k to the market and put him up for sale!
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And they sold him for a paltry price, for a few silver coins, and they had

not much interest in him.

So Yiisuf 3N was sold and his master was a leader, he was an
¢Aziz which is a title given to mighty person like a king.

'8 Holy Qur’an (12:20)
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The “Aziz took Yiisuf 3EfE home to his palace and said
J6;
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And the one who brought him from Egypt said to his wife, “Make his stay

graceful, he may be useful for us, or we may adopt him as a son.”

So Yiisuf 32l went to live in the palace with the person who
purchased him. He had gone from being inside a well in one
country all the way to a palace in a faraway land. But the problems
of Yaisuf Nk did not end there.

Yiisuf Mk was a very handsome young man. The wife of the
‘Aziz was attracted to him. But Yiisuf 3 would not go near

her.

¥ Holy Qur’an (12:21)
21|Page



One day she made a plan. She was in the house with Yiisuf 3zl

when she locked the doors and told himto come to her.

i ,///,E y g o a2
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He said, “I seek refuge with Allah, Indeed he is my master (meaning her
husband) He has given me a good place to stay, indeed the wrong doers

do not prosper.”

AN BE Gall; 23 e shiand 338 Ol &
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They raced towards the door and she ripped his shirt from behind and
they found her master by the door. She said, “What could be the
punishment of him who intended to do evilwith your wife except that he

be imprisoned or given a painful chastisement.”

2 Holy Qur’an (12:23)
! Holy Qur’an (12:25
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So the Master’s wife lied to her husband and said that Yasuf
®dliehad bad intentions with her when in actual fact it was the

other way around. Yiisuf 3Zi<e now triedto prove his innocence.
2% Eh 4. T % J\_’;
Lo RO 9T &
He said, she had tried to attract me

Now how are they going to prove who is telling the truth? Was
Yiisuf SENE saying the truth or was it his Master’s wife?

A Witness from her family said that if his shirt has been ripped from the
front side, then she is saying the truth and he is a liar.
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And if his shirt is ripped form the back then she is lying and he is from
among the truthful.

?2 Holy Qur’an (12:26)
# Holy Qur’an (12:26)
" Holy Qur’an (12:27)

23 |



So this was the test, if he had tried to do something to her then
she would have ripped his shirt from the front as he would be
facing her. But if he was running away and she was trying to do
something to him, then his shirt would be ripped frombehind.

255 i
So when her husband saw his shirt was ripped from behind, he said “This

is certainly your trickery (to his wife) Great is the trickery of you women
indeed.”

* Holy Qur’an (12:28)
24|Page



So the Master knew Yiisuf 3licEwas innocent. However Yasuf
Bl kept on getting tested and his Master’s wife said.

26/ . “ J/W % ’,’/ q’./ ’5/ 5858, .- ,/f/ ,ﬁ /,
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And should he not follow my command, he shall be imprisoned and will
be from the disgraced.

Yisuf »LEJLE said, “My Lord, the prison is dearer to me than what these

women invite me to do.”
G- 2533 > 7 /’:‘“;E 8 ,,..,

Later on, even after having seen the clear signs (that Yiisuf »LEIiGE was

innocent) they deemed it proper to imprison him for some time.

So now Yasuf L is being tested again by Allah IS5, He
was left in a well, then brought all the way to Egypt. He was then
sold for a few silver coins. His Master was good to him but his

Master’s wife fell in love with him and tried to call him towards

% Holy Qur’an (12:32)
*” Holy Qur’an (12:33)
% Holy Qur’an (12:35)
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her. When her husband came, she lied and said that it was Yasuf
&l who had tried to come towards her.

Her husband saw his shirt and because it was ripped from behind,
he knew it was his wife who was not telling the truth. After a
while Yiisuf &t was put into prison. So what happened next?

26|Page



Chapter 4 - The Prisoners Dreams

So Yiasuf PElicEwas now put into a prison. Even though he was
innocent, he was imprisoned. The people in the prison knew that
Yiisuf 3ENcE was a noble man with great knowledge. So one day
two men came to him. Both of them had a dream and wanted to
know what their dreams meant.

esiel J6 308 gt i o5
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And two men entered the prison with him, one of them said, “I have seen
myself pressing wine”. And the other said “I saw myself carrying bread
on my head and the birds were eating from it”. Let us know its

interpretation, we see you are a man of good deeds.

2929 Holy Qur’an (12:36)
27 |Page



Now Yisuf Sl was a great Messenger of Allah (&% and

“5- 87

Allah 1G5\ had given him to ability to interpret dreams.
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He said, “No food provided for you shall come to you, but I can give you

its description before it comes to you.”

“This is the knowledge my Lord has givento me. I have abandoned the
way of those who do not believe in Allah and who are deniers of the
hereafter.”

Yiisuf 32l did not answer them right away but gave them some
advice as they would listen because a person in need hears and
obeys.

Now after a while Yaisuf 32 told them what they wanted to
hear, he interpreted both dreams.

** Holy Qur’an (12:37)
3! Holy Qur’an (12:37)
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“Oh my fellow prisoners, one of you will serve wine to his Master, while
the other will be crucified and birds will eat from his head. Destined is

the matter you are asking about.”

So now Yiisuf ¥z had told both of them the meaning of their
dreams. He added one more thing.

-
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And Yiisuf pLEILE said to the one whom he believed likely to be released
out of the two, “Tell you’re Master about me”. Then Satan made him
forget to tell his Master, so he (Yiusuf AE/:E) remained in prison for a few

years.

2 Holy Qur’an (12:41)
> Holy Qur’an (12:42)




So Yisuf Mzl spoke to one of the prisoners. He knew one will
become a wine-bearer and the other will be crucified. He told the
wine-bearer that when you are released, mention me in front of
your Lord. When his Lord hears about Yiisuf 3&li<e and finds out

about how he had been falsely accused and imprisoned, maybe he
will be freed.

The two men now left the prison. As Yasuf »ialehad foretold,
one of them became a wine-bearer for the King. The other man
was crucified.

The wine-bearer forgot to tell the king about Yiisuf 3= so now

he had to stay in prison for a few more years. Did Yiisuf Szl

manage to prove his innocence and get released from prison?

30|Page




Chapter 5 - The Kings Dream

Two prisoners had come to Yasuf 3Eie sohe could give them the
interpretation of their dreams. One of them had a dream that he
was pressing wine and the other said he was carrying bread on his

head and the birds were eating fromiit.

Yiisuf 32k told them that one would become a wine-bearer and
the other would become crucified and the birds would eat from
his head. He had told the wine-bearer that make sure you tell your
Master about me. The wine-bearer had forgotten to tell the king
because Shaytan had made him forget. And this resulted in Yasuf

Bl spending some more years in Jail.

It just so happened that the King of Egypt started to see strange
dreams. What did he see?

795‘—/ ’;d
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And the King said (to the people in his court) “I saw (inmy dream) seven

fat cows being eaten by sevenlean (skinny) cows. And seven earsof grain

** Holy Qur’an (12:43)
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which are green and (seven) others which are dry. Oh people, tell me

about my dream, if you can interpret dreams.”

So now all the people heard about the dream. They told the king
don’t worry about it. When a person sleeps they see lots of things
in their dreams so don’t concern yourself.

Zo}
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They said “(It seems to be) a mish mash of dreams and we do not know

the interpretation of dreams.”
There was one person however present in the court who would be

able to find out what the Kings dream really meant. And this was

the wine-bearer.

** Holy Qur’an (12:44)
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And said the one who was released (from the prison, meaning the wine-
bearer) out of the two, and recalled (meaning remembered Yisuf SLILE)
after a long time. “I shall tell you it’s interpretation, just send me (to
Yusuf SEcE).”

So now the wine-bearer goes back to the prison to look for Yasuf
BN so he can ask him the interpretation of the dream. He sees
Yiisuf 32l and says:
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“Yisuf sLicE, Oh the truthful one, tell us about seven fat cows eaten by

’;5

seven lean ones (skinny ones) and seven ears of grainwhich are greenand
others (seven) which aredry, so that Imay go back to the people and they
may know (the meaning of the dream).”

3¢ Holy Qur’an (12:45)
" Holy Qur’an (12:46)
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Now Yiisuf 3k not only told him the meaning of the dream but
also explained what they needed to do. The meaning of the dream
was that for 7 years, they will have a good harvest, lots of food and
crops. But then after this, there will follow 7 years of drought
where there will be no foodand crops. So what advice did he give?

ﬁgawgzjjssgﬁwuu;wg;;f 5 6
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He (Yiusuf »CEE) said, “You will grow crops for seven years

continuously, so what you have harvested, leave itinits ear,except alittle

which you eat.”

¥ Holy Qur’an (12:47)
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Then seven hard years shall come after that, which shall eat up what you
have stored for them, except a little which you preserve (to sow).

So for seven years they will save lots of food, and when the seven
hard years come they will eat what they had saved over those
years, except the seeds which they need to plant again so more

Crops can grow.

% Holy Qur’an (12:48)
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Then there shall come after that a year in which people will have rains

and inwhich they will extract juices.

So in this year, the crops will grow again people have lots of food

again.

**Holy Qur’an (12:49)
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The wine-bearer now went back to the king to tell him the
meaning of his dream. When the king heard, he became very
happy and relieved. He asked the wine-bearer who told you about
this, he said it as Yisuf €. So the king told the wine-bearer
to go and bring Yiisuf Mz to him.
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So the king told the wine bearer to go and bring Ytsuf LEEE to him. So
when the Messenger came to Ytisuf »LEEE, he said go back to your Lord
and ask him, what is the case of the women who cut their hands? Surely

my Lord knows well their guile.

So Yiisuf 3l wanted the king to investigate his case. If he came
out just like that then people would say that this is the same
person who was unfaithful to his master. So before he came out

he wanted his innocence to be known.

The king then asked the women and his masters wife admitted
that she was the one who had tried to do bad things with him

I Holy Qur’an (12:50)
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rather than Yiisuf 3EE. Once she had admitted that she was in
the wrong.
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Yisuf pLEEE then said “That was because he (his master) may know that
Idid not betray him in his absence, and that Allah does not lead the guile

of the betrayers to success.”

So Yiisuf 3zl was finally free after years of false imprisonment.
His innocence had been proven and now he had to help the king
and the country to make sure they survive the seven years of

drought which are about to come.

> Holy Qur’an (12:52)



Chapter 6 - The Storehouses

Now Yiisuf #ziice had been declared free from prison as his
innocence had been proven. He was also able to interpret dreams
and interpreted the Kings dream which was worrying him greatly.
There would be 7 years of good harvest followed by 7 years of
famine.

Egypt was a very fertile land and there were many storehouses for
grain, yet they were empty. The reason was that the people who
ran them were not trustworthy, they would not fear
Allah &%=, Now it was very important that these storehouses
were looked after properly so the grain could be kept safe in them
until the time would come when they needed it. If they didn’t look
after the grain properly then after 7 years when the famine would

come, they would have no food.

Yisuf $EiE knew about these problems, what did he do?
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He (Yusuf »EicE) said “Appoint me to supervise the treasures of the
land, I am indeed a knowledgeable keeper.”

> Holy Qur’an (12:55)
39 |



The King accepted Yisuf 3l request and now he became in
charge of all of the storehouses in the whole of Egypt!

Allah Q&% says:
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And thus we gave Ytisuf sLEE power in the land. He could settle in it
wherever he wished.

** Holy Qur’an (12:56)
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Now just as Yiisuf Slicehad foretold from interpreting the Kings
dream, they had 7 good years of plenty and now the famine
started. Yasuf ®Ziicehad managed to store enough grain so
everyone would be able eat and not stay hungry in this testing
time.

This famine just didn’t affect Egypt but also Can‘an where his
family used to live. They were also struggling. They had heard
that there was a merciful man in Egypt who looked after the
Storehouses. People could go to him and he would give them
some food. Ya‘qiib i sent his ten sons with some money to

go and buy some food.




Yiisuf SENE other brother, Binyamin, was not sent with them as
his father wanted to keep him close. He had already lost Yasuf
3k and did not want to lose another son as well. So the
brothers left Can‘an and made their way to Egypt.

Little did they know that the man they wanted to go and meet was
none other than their own flesh and blood, their own brother,
Yiisuf 3G, It had been years since they had left him inside the
well that day so they thought he had passed away long ago.

So what happened next?
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And came the brothers of Yiisuf »icE and appeared before him. He

recognized them, while they did not recognize him.

Now at that moment in time Y{isuf ®Eiae could have exposed
them, he could have turned them away, he could have had them
imprisoned for trying to kill him. But such was the mercy of Yaisuf
aliethat he did not disgrace them.

Yiisuf e talked to them for a while and asked them where
they were from. He knew too well where they were from but he

still asked.

* Holy Qur’an (12:58)
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They replied we are from Can‘an. He then asked them who their
father was. They replied that their father was Ya‘qiib 3l the
son of Ishaq 3=k, the son of Ibrahim FENE. What an amazing

lineage.

He then asked them, do you have another brother. They replied

that they have another brother whose name is Binyamin.

Yisuf 3L then asked them, why didn’t he come with you?
They replied that their father would not let him go because he
didn’t like to be far away from him.

Yisuf 3= then asked, why does he not let him go, is he a very
young child? They replied, no, we once had a brother called

Yasuf. He once went with us and we went to run races and left

him with our belongings. A wolf then came and ate him.

-
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When he heard this, Yiisuf 3 laughed to himself but he didn’t
say anything. He longed to see his brother Binyamin and wanted
to find a way to try and get him to Egypt.
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When he (Yusuf »EcE) equipped them with their provisions, he said

“Bring to me your other brother from your father’s side. Do you not see
that I give full measure, and I extend the best hospitality?”

70558 Y5 e ra&ﬁwamayiﬁog

“Still if you do not bring him to me then you deserve no (further) measure

’

from me, nor shall you approach me anymore ’

*¢ Holy Qur’an (12:59)
*” Holy Qur’an (12:60)
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So Yiisuf 3EE told his brothers, if they don’t bring Binyamin,
then you will get no more food from me and don’t bother coming
here again. If they can’t get more food from here then where else

could they go because there was a famine?
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They said “We shall persuade his father about him and we will certainly
do it.”

Yiisuf SENE also had another plan.
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And he (Ytisuf »LEiE) said to his boys “Put their goods in their camel-

€\

packs. Perhaps they will recognize it when they go back to their family,
perhaps they will come again.”

*® Holy Qur’an (12:61)
* Holy Qur’an (12:62)
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Yiisuf 3k told his people to put the brothers’ money (which
they had used to pay for the food) back into their camel-packs.
When they get home and realize they still have the money, this
should further persuade them to come back to Egypt.
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Chapter 7 - The Brothers Return Home

The brothers went back to their father Ya‘qiib 3z, They had
not recognized Ysuf e when they went to Egypt. They
thought he had passed away long ago in the well. They now had
to find a way to convince their father to send their other younger
brother Binyamin with them to Egypt. Long ago, they had
convinced him to send Yiisuf 3=k with them and their father
hadn’t seen him since, will he send Binyamin?
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So when they returned to their father, they said “Father, the required
measure of grain has been withheld from us, therefore send our brother

with us, so that we may receive full measure.”

*® Holy Qur’an (12:63)
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He (Ya‘qiib »L2iE) said, “Shall I trust you about him as I trusted you
earlier about his brother? Well Allah is the best guardian and he is the
Most-Merciful of all the Merciful.

Now Yiisuf e had put the brothers’ money back into their
camel packs unbeknown to them and they found their money.
They told Ya‘qiib 32liale what else should we want. He has given
our money back to us. We can go back again, protect our brother

Binyamin and add the measure of another camel as well.

This time Ya“‘qiib 3=l wanted them to make a firm pledge that
they will not let anything happen to their brother.

> Holy Qur’an (12:64)
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He (Ya‘qiib »LEIGE) said “I shall never send him with you until you give
me a pledge in the name of Allah that you will definitely bring him back
to me, unless you are overpowered (by circumstances)”. So when they

gave him their pledge, he said “Allah is watchful over what we say.”

He then gave them some advice.
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And he (Ya‘qiib »LEIGE) said “Oh my sons, do not enter (the city) all of

you from the same gate, rather enter from different gates.”

52 Holy Qur’an (12:66)
> Holy Qur’an (12:67)
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So the brothers did what their father had told them to do and
entered from different gates. Yiisuf 3L finally saw his brother

Binyamin after many years, imagine his happiness.

=2 QAT ey % >3 //
é\.;\ d:“ ZQ)\; Wyf\jl}.} j
,O/Tw

Mo a8 s Y6 3,40

And when they came to Yiisuf ZEE, he lodged his brother with himself.
He said “Look I am your brother! So do not grieve for what they have been
doing.”

Binyamin was very happy to see his brother who he thought had
passed away long ago. Now Yiisuf ¥=iiue wanted his brother to
stay with him, he didn’t want to send him back so he could talk to
him every day. He needed to come up with a plan as he just
couldn’t say that he is not allowed to go back. He also can't tell
them he is their brother. So what did he do?

>* Holy Qur’an (12:69)
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Later, when he equipped them with their provision, he placed the bowl in
the camel-pack of his brother. Then an announcer shouted out “Oh

people of the caravan, you are thieves.”
Yiisuf e got a precious drinking cup and placed it in

Binyamin’s camel-pack. He then sent his people after his brothers
and accused them of being thieves.

55,3255 B e I

Turning towards them, they (the brothers) said (to Yiisuf ALEILE people)
“What are you missing?”

*> Holy Qur’an (12:70)
*¢ Holy Qur’an (12:71)
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They said “We are missing the measuring bowl of the king, and whoever
brings it back shall deserve a camel-load, and I stand a surety for it.”

They said, “We swear by Allah, you know, we did not come to make

mischief in the land, nor have we ever been thieves.”

They said “What is the punishment if you are liars?”

*” Holy Qur’an (12:72)
> Holy Qur’an (12:73)
** Holy Qur’an (12:74)
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They said “Its punishment? The one in whose saddlebag it is found shall
himself be the punishment. This is how we punish the wrong doers.”
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So he started with their bags before (searching) the bag of their brother,
then recovered it from the bag of their brother.

So the cup was found in Binyamin’s camel-pack. What happened
next?

' Holy Qur’an (12:76)
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Chapter 8 - Back to Ya“qiib 3zl

Yiisuf 3t had been visited by his brothers and he had finally
been reunited with Binyamin after many years. Yasuf 3EiE did
not want to send him back with them and wanted him to stay with
him so he thought of a plan. A precious drinking cup was put in
Binyamin’s camel pack and Yiisuf 32 sent his men after them

to see where it was.

The cup had been found in Binyamin’s camel-pack just as Yasuf
&gk had planned. So what did the brothers say when this
happened?

They said, “If he commits theft (there is nothing surprising because) his
other brother had committed theft earlier”. Yusuf »LicE kept it (his
reaction) to himself and did not reveal it to them. He said (In his heart)
you are even worse in position. Allah knows best of what you allege.

Imagine that, his brothers were not even ashamed in lying, but
Yiisuf MEE stayed patient and didn’t say anything. Now the

brothers were worried, how would they go home without

%2 Holy Qur’an (12:77)
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Binyamin? How would they face their father? They had to think
of something to convince Y{isuf 3z to send him back.

They said, “Oh ‘Aziz, he has a father, an old man. So take one of us in his
place. We see you are a generous man.”
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He (Yusuf »LILE) said “We seek Allah’s refuge from keeping anyone

other than him with whom we have found our thing, otherwise we shall
be unjust.”

% Holy Qur’an (12:78)
% Holy Qur’an (12:79)



So now the brothers had to leave Binyamin behind, what are they
going to do? They had to think of an excuse before they go back
to their father Ya‘qib 3. They had already lost one brother
and now the other one as well!
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So when they lost hope in him, they went aside for consultation. The
oldest of them said “Do you not know that your father has taken a pledge
from you in the name of Allah, while you had defaulted earlierin the case
of Yisuf »LkE. I shall never leave this land until my father permits me
or Allah decides about me. He is the best of all Judges.”

% Holy Qur’an (12:80)
56 |



“Go back to your father and say, our father, your son has committed theft,
and we do not testify except what we know and we could not guard

against the unseen.”

So the brothers went back to Can‘an to their father Ya‘qiib izl
and told him what had happened. When Ya‘qiib =ik heard
what had happened he knew that Allah (G52 was testing him.
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He (Ya‘qub »L:E) said “Rather, your inner desires have seducedyou to
something. So patience is best. Hopefully Allah /&4l may bring
them all together. Surely, He is the All-knowing, All-Wise.”

% Holy Qur’an (12:81)
" Holy Qur’an (12:83)
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He (Ya‘qub »CEJk:E) turned away from them and said, “How sad I am

about Yiisuf ALEkE” and his eyes turned white with sorrow and he was

suppressing (his anger and grief).
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They said “By God, you will not stop remembering Yusuf until you
collapse or perish.”
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He (Ya‘qub »LEE) said “I donot complain of my anguish and sorrow to
anyone but Allah, and I know from Allah what you do not know.”

% Holy Qur’an (12:84)
% Holy Qur’an (12:85)
7° Holy Qur’an (12:86)
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Ya‘qiib 3Nk now addressed his sons and said:

0) aoi // 'z, <8 8 0}5//10}13‘0///

71/)5‘&‘ liw‘ SIS i Y8 l‘w‘ S

“Oh my sons, go and search for Yusuf and his brother, and do not lose
hope in the mercy of Allah. In fact, only the infidels (dis-believers) lose
hope in Allah’s mercy.”

So Ya“qiib N« now sent his sons a third time to Egypt. The first
time they had goneto get food, the second time they had returned
with their brother Binyamin and now they were going athird time
to try and find their brothers. Ya“qiib ¥k told them not to lose
hope in Allah 1G5\ mercy and this is a lesson for us as well.

! Holy Qur’an (12:87)
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Chapter 9 - The Secret is Uncovered

Ya‘qiib N had told his sons to go to Egypt to look for their
brothers and not to lose hope in Allah (&% mercy. They now
entered Egypt for a third time.
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So, when they came to him (Ytsuf PLCE), they said, “*Aziz, we and our
family are struck by distress, and we have brought some goods of very
little worth. So, give us the full measure (of grain) and be charitable to us.
Surely, Allah rewards the charitable.”

Now Yiaisuf was listening to his brother complaining, these were
the sons of a Prophets, Subhanallah. He thought to himself how
long can I keep hiding the truth from them that I am their brother.
He longed to see his father as well, who he hadn’t seen for many

years.

72 Holy Qur’an (12:88)
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Yiisuf el addressed his brothers:
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He said, “Do you know what you did to Yusuf and his brother when you

were ignorant?”

Now only the brothers knew what they had done to Yiisuf 3z,
no one else knew. Who could this person be who is asking them
about their little brother, it can only mean one thing. Who is this
person, the one who is the ‘Aziz of Egypt, the one who isin control
of all of the storehouses, the one who has given us food? They

knew then who this was.

* Holy Qur’an (12:89)
61|Page



7450 s SR W o
wﬁu\? e

They said, “Is it that you are in fact, Yasuf?”

He (Yusuf »LILE) said “I am Ydsuf, and this is my brother. Allah has
been very kind to us. Surely, whoever fears Allah and observes patience,

Allah does not let the reward of such good people to go to waste.”
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They said, “We swear by Allah, indeed Allah has givento you preference

over us, and we were guilty in fact.”

Even after all they had done to Yiisuf =i, he did not blame

them or seek revenge.

7" Holy Qur’an (12:90)
7> Holy Qur’an (12:90)

7 Holy Qur’an (12:91)
62 |



P

77 -, 5"’;/92,},%’5 ’;5"’,,3,&5,,"’,; AT A o
02 r")\}bjfbj‘w\ﬁ’z’fﬁj\ 3 &—eguyd\-e

He (Yusuf LiE) said, "No reproach upon you today! May Allah forgive
you, and He is the Most-Merciful of all the Merciful.”

Now Yisuf 3ElcE had been reunited with his brothers, the only
thing left was his parents. He had wanted to see his father for a
very long time. His father Ya‘qiib 3zlicloved him dearly and he
also longed to see his son. He never lost faith in Allah J&&s2

and he never lost hope.

Yasuf 32k had found out that his father had lost his sight, he
had gone blind because he had been crying greatly and had been
very upset due to losing his son.

7 Holy Qur’an (12:92)
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Yiisuf SENE said:
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“Go with this shirt of mine, and put it over the face of my father, and he
will turn into a sighted man. And bring me all your family.”

So now a Messenger sets out from Egypt with the shirt of Yasuf
BENE to put over the blessed face of his father Ya“qiib =ik,
The brothers also now set off to bring their father back to Egypt
to be reunited with his sons.

78 Holy Qur’an (12:93)
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Chapter 10 - A Beautiful Ending

Yusif 32k had sent a Messenger with his shirt to put over the
face of his father Ya‘qiib 3&licj. The Messenger was ahead of the
brothers and as he approached Can‘an, Ya“qiib 3&lick could sense

something.
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And when the caravanset out (from Eqypt), their father (Ya‘qiib »LILE)
saidin (Can‘an) “I can sense the fragrance of Yusuf,ifyou do not take me
to be senile.”

”’ Holy Qur’an (12:94)
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When he said this, the people replied:
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They said “By God, you are still in your old fallacy.”

Little did they know, Ya“qiib 2l was saying the truth!
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So when the man came with good news, he put it (the shirt) on his
(Ya‘qub»EicE) face, and he turned into a sighted man. He (Ya‘qib
LEIL:E) said “Did I not tell you that I know from Allah, what you do not
know?”

Now Ya‘qiib 3ElcE could see once again and his sons also
returned to Can‘an. They saw their father while they were full of

remorse and regret for the actions which they had committed.

% Holy Qur’an (12:95)
8 Holy Qur’an (12:96)
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They said “Our father, pray to Allah to forgive us our sins. Surely, we
have been guilty.”

223 %w >2 13.2227 % - (4%
He (Ya‘qub »CEIE) said “I shall pray to my Lord to forgive you. Surely,
he is the Most Forgiving, Very-Merciful.”

Ya‘qiib 2Nk then travelled to Egypt with his sons and was
reunited with his son Yiisuf ¥zl who he had not seen for many
years. Imagine the immense joy and happiness when they saw
each other. Imagine how Ya‘qiib ik felt when he saw his
beloved son was now the ¢Aziz of Egypt!

)

3T o] e RS 365 ol llieshe i g B 1,0

P4
84(’@, Iz 4

Later when they came to Yisuf »LJiE, he placed his parents near
himself and said, “Enter Egypt, God willing in peace.”

8 Holy Qur’an (12:97)
# Holy Qur’an (12:98)
8 Holy Qur’an (12:99)
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This was a very memorable and happy day in Egypt when the
family of Ylsuf ¥z came. So what did Yaisuf 32k do?
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And he (Yusuf »LEiE) raised his parents up on the throne and they all
fell before him in Prostration.
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And he (Yusuf SENGE) said “My Father, here isthe fulfilment of my early

dream. My Lord has made it come true. He favoured me when he released

me from prison, and brought you from the countryside after Satan had
caused a rift between me and my brothers. Surely, my Lord does what He
will in a subtle way. Surely, He is the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.”
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So the dream where Yiisuf 3&lie had seen 11 stars and the sun
and the moon bowing down to him in actual fact represented, his
father, his mother and brothers all bowing down to him. And so
the dream was fulfilled after many many years.

Yiisuf Ml stayed in Egypt and with his brother and parents.
The Bani Isra’1l flourished in the land until much later on when
the Egyptians started to view them as outsiders and the Bani Isra’il
had lost their way. This was when Allah (&%= decided to send
another Messenger Miisa 3l to liberate them.

Allah Q&% says:
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Surely in the narratives of these, there is a lesson for the people of
understanding. It is not an invented story, rather a confirmation of what
has been before it, and an elaboration of everything, and guidance and
mercy for a people who believe.

¥ Holy Qur’an (12:111)




There were lots of lessons in this story for us, never to lose hope,
and to always have faith in Allah (&%, How jealousy can
cause people to do horrible things and how forgiveness can heal
all the wounds. May Allah (&% give us all the ability to
forgive, live happily with our families, and give us the same type
of love for our parents as Yiisuf 2t had for his parents and the
same type of love for our children as Ya“‘qiib #2i< had for Yasuf
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