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ِّ ُ
م ق دم ة
An Introduction
All Praise and Thanks are to Allah the One Who revealed His Lofty Book Upon His Lofty Servant, Our
Master Muhammad the son of Abdullah. We thank Him for the unlimited Blessings He has bestowed
upon us and seek His Help in all our affairs. Oh Allah, send your Blessings, Peace and Mercy upon our
Master Muhammad, his pure household, his noble companions and all those who follow him till the
Day of Judgement.
This is a collection of flashcards to ease the learning of the rules of Tajweed, in accordance with the
recitation of Hafs. Although this is not a direct translation of any book it has been compiled using the
books Hidaya-tu-Rahmah Fi Tajweed-il-Quran (Shaykh Abdul Wahhab Dibs Wa Zayt) and Ilm TajweedilQuran (Shaykh Muhammad Hisham Al Burhani). Both of these invaluable books were used for the
layout, content and examples.
The layout of each card aims to give a concise definition for each rule with some examples to help with
the learners understanding. It must be noted that students cannot excel in this science without the aid
of a teacher. This work can be used directly by a teacher to teach students to recite the Quran as well
as by students to consolidate their learning.
This work is intended for free distribution and not for sale. Please feel free to forward it all those who
may find it of benefit. I ask Allah to accept this work and make it a valuable tool to aid in the correct
recitation of His Glorious Book as it was revealed to and recited by His Noble Messenger, our Master
Muhammad. Success is only from Allah, The Most High.
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ُْ
ُ
رآن
ِ فض ِائل ِتَلو ِة الق
The Virtues of Reciting Al Quran.
• Uthman bin Affan reported: The Messenger of Allah  ﷺsaid: The best of you are
those who learn the Quran and teach it. [Bukhari].
• Abu Umamah related that The Messenger of Allah  ﷺsaid: “Read the Quran, for
indeed it will come on the Day of Standing as an intercessor for its companions.”
[Muslim].

• Abdullah ibn Amr reported: The Messenger of Allah  ﷺsaid: It will be said to the
companion of the Quran: “Recite and ascend as you recited in the world, for your
rank is determined by the last verse you recite. [At-Tirmidhi].
• Abdullah ibn Mas’ud reported: The Messenger of Allah  ﷺsaid: Whoever recites
a letter from the Book of Allah, he will receive one good deed as ten good deeds
like it. I do not say that alif-lam-meem is one letter, but rather alif is a letter, lam is
a letter, and meem is a letter. [At-Tirmidhi]
• Aisha reported that The Messenger of Allah  ﷺsaid: The example of those who
recite the Quran and memorize it is that of one who is with the ‘righteous and
noble scribes’ (80:15); and the example of one who recites the Quran with great
difficulty is that of one who receives a double reward. [Bukhari].
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ُ َْ ُ ُ ُ ْ
المدود وأنواعها
The Mudood and Its various types.
What is a Madd?

There are
9 types of
madd.

It is to stretch/lengthen the voice with
one of the madd letters.
In other words, its a long vowel.

What are the madd letters?

An unvowelled … و

ُ
ْبو

An unvowelled … ي

ِْدي

An unvowelled … ا

َ
ْها

…with a dummah on any
letter before it.

…with a kasrah on any
letter before it.

…with a fathah on any
letter before it.
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َّ ُّ
يع
ِ ِ المد الط ِب
Madd Al Tabi’ee
Definition: A madd letter by itself in a word.

َُن ْوحيها
ِ
Example:

What’s a count?
As a beginner, you can determine the
length of one count by the time it takes
to fold one finger at a medium pace.

Once you are more
proficient in your
recitation:
The time it takes to
pronounce a fathah,
dhamma or kasrah is
regarded as one
count.

More Examples

َ
َن
َ
َّ
ْ وأماْٱلْ ِذي
َ ُّ ُ َ
ْضل ْونكْم
ْ ِ ول َوْي
َّ َ َّ
ْل ٱلناس
ْ ِإنْأو
Length:
2 Counts
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ْ ُّ
المد البدل
Madd Al Badal
Definition: A hamzah ( )ءfollowed by a madd letter in the
same word.

َن
َ
َ
ْ ءام
Example:

Did you Know??
This madd’s name comes from the fact that originally the
madd letter used to be a hamzah. This hamzah was replaced
with a corresponding madd letter for ease of pronunciation.
For Example,

ً
ِإئْمانا

Became

ً
ِإيمانا

More Examples

َّ َ َ ٓ َ
َقالواْ ْءامنا
َ
َ
َّ
َت
ْ ِ فأماْمنْ أو
َ
َٰ
ِْإيم ِنكْم
Length:
2 Counts
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ْ ُّ
المد ال ِعوض
Al Madd Al ‘Iwad
Definition: When stopping on a word that ends in a double
fathah ( ).

َ
ُ
َّْ ور
ً غف
ًاْرحي ْما
ِ
Example:

Length:
2 Counts

More Examples

َ ً ُ
ًاْك ْب ريا
حوب
ِ
ً ُ َّ َ ا
قو اًلْمعْر ْوفا
َ
ً َ
ْس ِديدا
ْ وْقوًل

How is this madd pronounced?
When stopping on a double fathah
the Tanwin sound is not
pronounced. Instead, it is read like
a madd Al Tabi’ee.
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ُ َ ِّ ُّ
المد الصلة
Al Madd Al Silah

ُ ُ
Definition: When a word ends in the pronoun ْت ْه.
There are two types.
More Examples

Examples
Madd Silah
Sugra

َإَّْن ُْه ُه ْو
ِ

Length:
2 Counts

Madd Silah
Kubra

َُ َ َ ُ َ َ
م ْال ْه أخْلد ْه
Length:
2,4 or 5
counts

ُ
َ ُ ُ
ُ
ُ
حد ْودهْْيدْ ِخل ْه
َ َ َُ ُ ُ َ
ْتأخذ ْون ْه َْوقد
َ َٰ َ
ِْإلْق ْو ِم َِْه ْأن
َُ ََ
َ
ْحد
ْ عذاب ْه ْأ
Rules for madd silah
1. Letter before has to be vowelised.
2. Letter after has to be vowelised.
3. If the letter after is a hamzah ()ء
then the madd is longer.
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ُالم ُّد ْال ُم َّتصل
ِ
Al Madd Al Muttasil
Definition: When Hamzah ( )ءcomes after a madd letter in
the same word.

Example:

َ
َآء
ْج
ْ

More Examples

ُ َ َٰٓ َ َ
ٱل ْمل ِْئك ْة
َ
ٓ
َّ
ٓ
اْم ْريْا
ْ َْ ه ِْني
َ
ٓ
ُ
ِِْ ْت ْبوْأ ِْب ِِإ

Length:
5 counts
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ُالم ُّد ْال ُم ْنفصل
ِ
Al Madd Al Munfasil

Definition: When a word ends in a madd letter and the next
word starts with a Hamzah ()ء.

َ
َ
َل
ْ ل أْنز
ْ ْلو
Example:

More Examples

ُ َ ُٓ َ
ُ
َ
ْس َّوْا ْْأ َنفس ْهم
ْ ِخ
ُ ٓ ُ
ُول
ْ ْقل
َ َْ َ ّل ْأ ٓ ْق
ُ َ
َ
ى ْأنشْأ
ْ وهوْٱل ِْذ

Length:
2,4 or 5
counts
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َ ْ ُ َّ ُّ
م
ِ ِ المد الَلزم الك ِل
Al Madd Al Lazim Al Kalimi
Definition: When a letter with a real sukun comes after a
madd letter in the same word. There are two sub-groups.
Examples
َّ ْ
ال ُمثق ُل
Has a Shadda (

)

َ
ٓ
َّ
َ
َي
ّْ ْٱلضالْ ر
ْ وًل

More Examples
ُْال ُمخ َّفف
Has a Sukoon (

ٓ
َن
َ
َٰ
ْ ْْءال

)

ُ َّ ٓ َ
حا ْق ْة
ْ ٱل
ِّ ٓ ُ ُ َ
ٓت
ْ تأ ْمرو
َ َٓ
ْ ْحاج
ْ
َو

Length:
6 counts
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ْ ُ َّ ُّ
ْ
المد الَلزم الحر ِ ِف
Al Madd Al Lazim Al Harfi
Definition: When a letter with a real sukun comes after a
madd letter in a group of letters. There are two sub-groups.
Examples
More Examples
َّ ْ
ال ُمثق ُل
Has a Shadda (

ٓٓ
م
ْ ال

)

َ
ِ
)ْلميم
ْ ْ(أ ِلف

ُْال ُمخ َّفف
Has a Sukoon ( )

ٓيس
ْ

َ
ّ
)ي
ْ اس ر
ْ ِ (ي

ٓ
ْص
ٓم
ٓ
ْ طس
ٓ
ٓ
ٓص
ْ الم

Length:
6 counts
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ْ ُّ
ُ ُّ ُ
ون
ِ المد العارض ِللسك
Al Madd Al Arid Lissukoon
Definition: When stopping on a letter that comes after a
madd letter.

َ
َ
ُي
ّْ نست ِْع ر
Example:

More Examples

َي
ّْ ٱل ُمح ِس ِْن ر
َ ُ َ
ْ تشك ْر
ون
َ
ِْ س
اب
ْ ٱل ِح

Length:
2,4 or 6
counts
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ِّ ُّ
ُاللي
المد
Al Madd Al Leen
Definition: When stopping after Waw Sakinah (ْ )وor a Yaa
Sakinah (ي
ْ ) and the letter before it has a fathah ( ).

َ
ْ خو
ف
ْ
Example:

More Examples

ُ
َ
ْْقريش
ْ ِ َٱلْ َبي
ت
َ َ
ًْل ْنوم
ْو

Length:
2,4 or 6
counts
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ْ َّ
ُّ ُ َ ْ َ
َّ
نة والتنوين
ِ ون الس ِاك
ِ أحكام الن
The Rules of Nun Sakinah & Tanwin
What Is Nun Sakinah?
When the letter Nun ( )نcomes in a
word with a sukun ( ).
What Is Tanwin?
It is a double vowel that comes on the end of a word. It is
pronounced like a Nun Sakinah.
For example

ْ بis pronounced ْبن.ِ
Why Is This Important?

There are rules relating to how the Nun Sakinah or Tanwin
is pronounced. These rules are determined by the letter
that comes after the Nun Sakinah or Tanwin.
There are 4 scenarios, as shown on the next few cards.
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ُْاْل ْظهار
The Throat Letters
ءهعحغخ
Al Idhaar
Scenario 1: A Throat letter comes after the Nun Sakinah or
Tanwin. The Nun Sakinah sound is recited as written.
How Do I Recite It?

ً ْ َ َٰ َّ
وجن ت ألفافا
The Rule
There is no change
in how ْ نor Tanwin
is recited.
It is read exactly as it
is written.

Example

ً ْ َ َٰ َّ
وجن ت ألفافا

More Examples
ََ
ََ
َ ََ
َ ََ
و
ْْع ْلي ِهم
ْ وًلْخ ْوف
ْْعلي ِْهم
ْ ًلْخ ْوف
ََ َ َ َ
ََ َ َ َ
ْْعلي ِْهم
ْ أنْعمت
ْْعلي ِْهم
ْ أنْعمت
ٓ َ َٰ َ
ٓ َ َٰ َ
ِْإنْهْذْا
ِْإنْهْ ْذْا
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ُْاْل ْدغام
Al Idgaam

Letters of Idgaam

يرملون

Scenario 2.1: The green Idgaam letters come after the Nun
Sakinah or Tanwin. The Nun Sakinah sound is not recited.
The Rule
Idgaam With Gunnah
- Miss out the ْ نor Tanwin
sound.
- Jump to the next letter.
- Hold it for 2 counts with
Gunnah.
- Continue reciting.
Which of the letters is it for?
 ن-ي – م – و
What Is Gunnah?
A nasalised sound that comes
from the nose.

How Do I Recite It?

ُم َّيشءآء

Example

ُمن يشءآء

More Examples
ُ
ُ
َّ
َ
َّ
َّ
ُ
ُ
ْْوأ ْمر
ْ ِبق ْو ِْة
ْْوأ ْمر
ْ ِْبق ْوة
َن
َ
َ
َ
ِ
ِ
ْ ِبرجاِْل ْم
ْ ْم
ْ ِْبرجال
ن
َ ّ َّّ َ َ
َ َّ َ َ
ْيدكم
ْي
ْ ف ْل
ْف ْلن ْنزيدكْم
18

ُْاْل ْدغام
Al Idgaam

Letters of Idgaam

يرملون

Scenario 2.2: The red Idgaam letters come after the Nun
Sakinah or Tanwin. The Nun Sakinah sound is not recited.
The Rule
Idgaam Without Gunnah
- Miss out the ْ نor Tanwin
sound.
- Jump to the next letter.
- Hold it for 2 counts
without Gunnah.
- Continue reciting.
Which of the letters is it for?
ر-ل

How Do I Recite It?

ِّ َّ
ِمربك

ََ
َين
ْ ِفت ْن ْتلْلْ ِذ
ً َ َّ َ َ
ِ َشهاب ْرصدا
ُاه
ْ أ َّْر َء

Example

ِّ َّ
ِمن ربك

More Examples

َا
َين
ْ ِفت ْن ْة لْلْ ِذ
ً َ َّ ً َ
اْرص ْدا
ْ ِش َهاب
ُاه
َّ
َ
ْ نْرْء
ْ أ
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ُ ْ ْ
اْلقَلب
Al Iqlaab

Letter of Iqlaab

ب

Scenario 3: The letter  بcomes after a Nun Sakinah or
Tanwin. The Nun Sakinah sound is changed to a  مsound.
The Rule
- Convert the ْ نor
Tanwin sound into a م.
- Hold it for 2 counts
with Gunnah.
- Continue reciting.
Note:
Many copies of the
Quran will have a small م
above the ْ نor Tanwin to
help with this rule.

How Do I Recite It?

Example

ْ
ِكرام بررة ِكرا ِممبرة
a

َ َٰ َ ُّ More Examples َ َٰ َ ٌّ
حلم ِْبه ْذا
ِْ
حلِْْبه ْذا
ِْ
َ
ِ
ِ
َ
ْْم َن َْْبع ِد
َ ْم َم ْبع ِْد
ُ َ
ُ َ
نبْأهم
ْ ْأ
ْأمْ ْبأهم
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ُْاْل ْخفاء
ِ
Al Ikhfaa’

Letter of Ikhfaa’

All the other letters

Scenario 4: Al Ikhfaa’ is the half-way point between Al
Idhaar and Al Idgaam. The Nun Sakinah sound is not recited
but not totally missed out either.
-

-

-

The Rule
Miss out the ْ نor
Tanwin sound.
Don’t full pronounce
the next letter but be
get ready to read it.
At the same time do
Gunnah for two
counts.
Continue reading by
pronouncing the next
letter and missing out
the ْ نor Tanwin.

How Do I Recite It?

Example

َ َّ َ َ َ َ َ َّ َ َ َ َ
ع
ْ ع ْف ْمن ْتطْو
ْ ْفمن ْتطْو
More Examples

ُْ
ًّح َّبْن َجْما
َ َ َ
َش ٓا ْء
ْ ْف ْمن
َ ُ َ
ون
ْ ْينظْ ْر

َْ ح ًّب
ُْ
ًّاْجما
َ َ َ
َش ٓا ْء
ْ ْفمن
َ ُ َ
ن
ْ نظر ْو
ْ ي
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ْ ُ ْ َ
َّ
يم الس ِاكن ِة
ِ أحوال ال ِم
ْ
The States of The Unvowelled Meem ()م
What Is Meem Sakinah?
When the letter Nun ( )مcomes in a
word with a sukun ( ).
Why Is This Important?
There are some scenarios which affect the way in which
the Meem Sakinah is pronounced. Similar to the Nun
Sakinah rules they are determined by the letter that comes
after the Meem Sakinah.
There are 3 scenarios, as shown on the next few cards.
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َّ ُ ْ ْ
ِاْلدغام الشفوي
Al Idgaam Al Shafawi

Letter of Idgaam

م

Scenario 1: The letter  مcomes after a Meem Sakinah. This is
an example of Idgaam Mutamathil (see later).
How Do I Recite It?
The Rule
- Hold the ْ مfor two
counts with Gunnah
- The lips should be
held together whilst
doing Gunnah.
- Continue reading from
the next م.

َ
َ
ِ
عليْ ِْه ْمن

َٓ َ ُ
َ
ِ
شهدا ْءكْ ْمن
َ ََ
ِ
َٰ
بع َثنْكْ ْمن
لكْ َّْما

Example

ََ
علي ِْهم ِْمن

More Examples

َٓ َ ُ
َ
شهدا ْءكْم ِْمن
َ ََ
َٰ
بعثنْكْم ِْمن
ََّلكْم ْما
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َّ ُ ْ ْ
ِاْلخفاء الشفوي
Al Ikhfaa Al Shafawi

Letter of Ikhfaa’

ب

Scenario 2: The letter  بcomes after the Meem Sakinah. The
 مis recited with Gunnah then recitation is continued with ب.
The Rule
- Hold the ْ مfor two
counts with Gunnah
- The lips should be
held together whilst
doing Gunnah.
- Continue reading from
the ب.

Example

How Do I Recite It?

ََو َج َ َٰزى ُْهم ْب َْما َو َج َ َٰزْى ُْه ْم ْبما
ِ
ِ
More Examples

َ
َ
َ
ْارة
ْ يهمْ ِْب ِحج
ِْ ترِم
َ
ُ
َ
َ
ْويم ِددكْمْ ِْبأم َْٰو ل
َ
ُ
َّ
َ
ب
ْ ِ ْرب ْهمْ ِْبٱلغي

َ
َ
َ
ْارة
ْ يهم ِْب ِحج
ِْ تر ِم
َ
ُ
َ
َ
ْويم ِددكْم ِْبأم َٰو ل
َ
ُ
َّ
َ
ْ ِ ْرب ْهم ِْبٱلغي
ب

24

َّ ُ ْ ْ
Letter of Idhaar
اْلظهار الشفوي
Al Idhaar Al Shafawi The Other letters
Scenario 3: Any other letter comes after the Meem Sakinah.
The  مis recited as written.
The Rule
- There is no change in
how the Meem
Sakinah is recited.
- Special care should be
taken when the ْ مis
followed by a  فor و
as it is easy to make
Ikhafaa’ here.

Example

How Do I Recite It?

َم َْو َسو َء َٰ ْتكْمْ ْو
َ
َ
ْ ْسوء َٰ ِْتك
ِ
More Examples

ّ ُ َ َ
ْ ِ ْهم
ف
ْ كيد
ُ
َي
ّْ نتمْ َصَْٰ ِد ِق ر
ْ ِإن ك
ُ َ َ
ْسب ْتم
ْ ِ ْْأمْ ح

ّ ُ َ َ
ْ ِ ْهم
ف
ْ كيد
ُ
َي
ّْ نتمْ َصَْٰ ِد ِق ر
ْ ِإن ك
ُ َ َ
ْسب ْتم
ِْ ح
ْ ْْأم
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ْ ُ َْ
أقسام اْلدغ ِام
The Different Types of Idgaam
What is Idghaam?
Idgaam is the merging of two letters together to form
one letter with a shaddah. There are three types of
Idgaam.
What are the different types of Idghaam
1.
2.
3.

Idghaam Mutamathil
Idghaam Mutajanis
Idghaam Mutaqarib

Examples and definitions to follow. All cases involve a vowelled
letter coming after an unvowelled letter.
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ْ ُ ْ ْ
ُ
ِاْلدغام المتم ِاثل
Al Idghaam Al Mutamathil
Definition: When the same letters come one after the other.
The Rule
- Merge the two letters
into one.
- Recite it with
shaddah.
- Move on reciting the
second letter.

How Do I Recite It?

Example

َ َ َِ ّ
َ َ َِ
ّ
َا
ْ ٱضْب ْعَص
ْ
َْٱضب ْب ْعَصا
ْ
More Examples

ُ َ َٰ َ ِ َ َ َ َ
ُ
ْح ْتج رْتهم
ْ فما ر ِب
َْٓصوا
ُْ َ آ َْو َّْو َن
ُ َ
ُ
ْو ْقلْهم

َ
ُ َ َٰ َ
ُ
َ
َ
َ
ْفما ر ِبحْت ِْتج رْتهم
َْٓص ْوا
َْ َء
ُ َ او ْوا َْوَْن
ُ َ
ُ
ْو ْقل لْهم
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ُْاْل ْدغ ُام ْال ُمتجانس
ِ
ِ
Al Idghaam Al Mutajanis
Definition: When letters with the same point of articulation
but different characteristics come one after the other.
-

-

The Rule
Merge the two letters
into one.
Pronounce with
shaddah.
Continue reading
from second letter.
In case of  طcoming
before  تthe  طstill
maintains some of its
characteristics.

How Do I Recite It?

Example

َجتْهْا
َْ َو

َجدتْهْا
َْ َو

ُ ََ
ْ ْحط
ت
ْ َأ
َ
ُم
ْ ْأ ْرت
َ َٰ َّ َ َ
ْ يل ْه ْذ ِْل
ِ

More Examples

ُ ََ
ْ ح
طت
َْ أ
َ
ُم
ْ ْأ ْردت
َ َٰ َّ
َ
َ
ْ يل ْهث ْذ ِل
ِ
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ْ ُ ْ ْ
ُ
ُ
ِاْلدغام المتقارب
Al Idghaam Al Mutaqarib
Definition: When letters with similar points of articulation or
similar characteristics come one after the other.
-

The Rule
Merge the two letters into
one.
Pronounce with shaddah.
Continue reading from
second letter.
This type of Idgaam only
takes place in the following
situations:
-  لSakinah with ر
- ْ نSakinah with its letters
of Idgaam ()يرملون
-  لof definiteness with
the “sun letters”
-  قSakinah with َ.

How Do I Recite It?

Example

َُّ َ
ِب
ْ و ْق ْر

ُّ َ َ َ
ألمْ ْنخلْ ْكم
َ َّ َ
ْ ْب ْر
ان

ُ َ
ِب
َّ
ْ و ْقل ْر
ُّ
َ ََ
قكم
ْ ْألمْ نخْل
َ َ
َ
ْ ۜ ْر
ان
ْ ْْبل

More Examples
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ْ
َ ْ َ
ُ
ْ
الالم المعرف ِة
ِ أحكام
ْ
The Rules Regarding ( )الof Definiteness.
ْ of definiteness?
What is ال
It is the ْ الthat is added to the front of a noun to make it
definite. For example,

ْ( َبيتa House)

ُ َ
ْ ( الْبيThe house)
ت
ْ for definiteness?
How many rules are there for ال

There are 4 rules regarding this type of ْال
1.
2.
3.
4.

It is recited lightly
It is recited heavily
It undergoes Idgaam
It undergoes Idhaar
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ْ
َ ْ َ
ُ
ْ
الالم المعرف ِة
ِ أحكام
ْ
The Rules Regarding ( )الof Definiteness.
Idgaam
When the “sun letters” come
after the  لthen you skip the ل
and read the following letter
with a shaddah. For example:
َّ
ْ الشمسis recited اشمس

Idhaar
When the “moon letters”
come after the  لthen the
word is recited as written.
For example:

ْال

َ
 الق َمرis recited as written.

Light or Heavy?
The letter  لis a light letter. Exceptions are made when it comes in the word هللا. If a
or a come before it the  لis recited heavily. If a
comes before it the  لis recited
lightly. For Example,
ُ َ
َ ُ
In “ْْهللا
ِ  ”بيتand “ ”هوْهللاthe word ْ هللاis recited heavily.
In “”بس ِمْهللا
ِ the word ْ هللاis recited lightly.

The Sun Letters
س

ز

ر

ذ

ن

ل

ظ

ط

د

The Moon Letters
ث

ت

ص ض

ش

غ

ع

خ

ح

ج

ب

ي

ه

و

م

ق

أ
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ْ َّ ُ َ ْ َ
ََّ
ْ
يق
ِ أحكام التف ِخ
ِ يم والب ِق
The Rules Regarding The Heaviness & Lightness of Letters.
What is Tafkheem and Tarqeeq?
Tafkheem is to fatten certain letters when pronouncing them.
Tarqeeq is to thin certain letters when pronouncing them.
Both of these techniques can only be learnt through sitting with a
teacher and listening to how they should be recited. The rules regarding
them have been mentioned none the less.
Categories of heaviness and lightness.

1.
2.

3.

Some letters are always heavy. These are known as the letters
of Isti’laa’.
Some letters are always light. These are known as the letters of
Istifaal.
Some letters can be light or heavy in different situations.
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ْ َّ ُ َ ْ َ
َّْ َ
يق
ِ أحكام التف ِخ
ِ يم والب ِق
The Rules Regarding The Heaviness & Lightness of Letters.

•
•
•

•

The letters of Isti’laa
Literally it means elevation.
These letters are always
recited with Tafkheem.
This is done by raising the
back of tongue to the
upper palate when reading
them.
َ َّ ُ
The letters are ْصْضغطْ ِقظ
خ

The letters of Itbaaq
• These letters are a
subcategory of the above.
• Their heaviness is
emphasised even more
when reciting.
• Its letters are ص, ض, ط, ظ.

•
•
•
•

The letters of Istifaal
Literally it means lowering.
The letters of Istifaal are any of the
letters except for the letters of Isti’laa.
These letters are always recited with
Tarqeeq except for three conditions
mentioned below.
This is done by keeping the back of
the tongue down.

Special Considerations
- Alif Al Layyinah
- The letter ر
- The  لin the word ( هللاsee “Rules
ْ of Definiteness”)
Regarding ال
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َ ُ َ
ِّ
أ ِلف اللين ِة
Alif Al Layyinah
Definition: This is the Alif with a sukun and the letter before
it has a fathah.
The Rule
- The way it is recited it determined by the letter that comes before it.
- If the letter before it is light the Alif is recited lightly.
- If the letter before it is heavy the Alif is recited heavily.
Examples of when to recite
Alif Al Layyinah lightly.

•
•
•
•

َ ُ َٰ َ
ْ سْ ِلم
ون
ََجْٓا ْء
َ َ َ
ن
ْ هاجر
ْ
ٓ َّ
ِْممْا

Examples of when to recite
Alif Al Layinah heavily.

•
•
•
•

َ ُّ ٓ َّ
ْ ٱلضْال
ون
َ ُ َٰ َ
ْ ٱلْغ ِْلب
ون
َ َٓ
ون
ْ قْا ِئل
َ ُ َٰ َّ
ْ ٱل ْر ِسخ
ون
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َ ْ َ
ُ
َّ
أحكام الر ِاء
Rules for Reciting The Letter ر.
Definition: The  رis recited with tafkheem, tarqeeq or there
is a choice.
The Heavy ر.
The  رis recited with tafkheem:
1. If it carries a or a .
2. If it has a and the letter before it has
a or .
1. If it has a and the letter before it has a
ْ ِ which is not original.
ۜ
2. If it has a ْ رthe letter before it has a real ۜ
ِْ
and the letter after it is from the letter of
َ
isti’laa’ carrying a ۜ
ْ or a .
3. If one stops on the ر, the letter before it
has a and the letter before that has a
or .

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Examples
َ ُ َٰ َ
َ
َ
َ
َ
ْ ِْك ْر ٍۭام ْْبرْرة/ون
ْ ٱلك ِْف ْر
َ ُُ ُ
ّت
ْ ِ ْ ذر/َْزْرتم
َ
َ
ّ
َْٰ ِل َْمنْ ْٱرت
ض
َ
ْطاس
ْ ِقر
ُ
َ
َ
ْوٱلْعَص/ْخس
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َ ْ َ
ُ
َّ
أحكام الر ِاء
Rules for Reciting The Letter ر.
Definition: The  رis recited with tafkheem, tarqeeq or there
is a choice.
The Light ر.
The  رis recited with tarqeeq:
1. If it carries a .
2. If it has a and the letter before it has a
real kasrah and it is not followed by a letter
of Isti’laa’.
3. If it has a and before it is a  يwith a sukun.
4. If one stops on the  رand the letter before it
has a and the letter before that has a .

1.
2.
3.
4.

Examples
ْخر
ْ ِ ٱل
ْ
َ َ
ْ ِف ْرعو
ن
ي
ْ َْي ِس ر
ِْحجر
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َ ْ َ
ُ
َّ
أحكام الر ِاء
Rules for Reciting The Letter ر.
Definition: The  رis recited with tafkheem, tarqeeq or there
is a choice.
The Choice
A choice is given to recite the  رwith tafkheem
or tarqeeq:
1. If it has a , the letter before it has a real
and the letter after it is from the letter of
isti’laa carrying a .
2. If it has a and the letter before is from
the letters of Isti’laa’ with and the letter
before that has a .

Examples
1. ِْفرق
2. ْۜ ْٱلْ ِقطر
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ُ ْ ُ
ُ
وف
ِ مخارج الحر
Points of Articulation
ْ
What is a makhraj (?)مخرج
The makhraj of a letter is its point of articulation. In other words, the place
where it is pronounced from.
How many Makharij are there?
There are 5 points of articulation:
1. The throat
2. The mouth
3. The tongue
4. The nasal cavity
5. The lips
The next card gives a summary of which letters are pronounced from each
point.
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ُ ْ ُ
ُ
وف
ِ مخارج الحر
Points of Articulation.
The Tongue
Back of the tongue:
The letters  قand َ
Top of the tongue:
The letters ج, ش, ي
The left or right side of the Tongue:
The letter ض
The tip of the tongue touching the upper
palate:
ل, ر, ن
The tip of the tongue placed behind the front
upper teeth:
ط, د, ت
The tip of the tongue placed between the
upper and lower teeth:
س, ص, ز
The tip of the tongue touching the edge of the
upper teeth:
ث, ذ, ظ

The Throat
The throat letters are:

غ, خ
ع, ح
ء, ه

Top of throat

Middle of throat
Bottom of throat

The mouth
The madd letters are pronounced from
here, namely:
َ
ُ

ْي ْبو
ْ هاْ ِد

The nasal Cavity
This is where the Gunnah sound is
made.
The Lips
The letters pronounced from the lips
are: م, ب, و, ف
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ُ ُ
ُ
وف
ِ ِصفات الحر
Explanation of Some of The Key Characteristics of Letters.
What is a Sifah (?)صفة
ِ
The sifah of a letter is literally its characteristic. In other words, the way it sounds
when it is pronounced. Letters can have the same makhraj but different
characteristics. The sifaat only apply when the letter in question has a sukun.

This section:
There are two types of
Sifaat. Those that
have opposites and
those that don’t.

•
•
•
•
•

Sifaat With Opposites
Al Hams ≠ Al Jahr
Shidda ≠ Al Rikhawa.
Al Isti’laa ≠ Al Istifaal
Al Itbaaq ≠ Al Infitaah
Al Ithlaaq ≠ Al Ismaat

Sifaat Without Opposites
• Al Safeer
• Al Qalqalah
• Al Leen
• Al Inhiraaf
• Al Takreer
• Al Tafasshi
• Al Istitalah

A Point to Note
As stated before, this area of Tajweed can only be learnt and mastered with the
aid of a teacher. The rules are mentioned for completeness and awareness. True
understanding of their application can only be achieved through recitation.
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ْ
ُ
ُ ات
ُس و ْالج ْهر
ُ  ْأله ْم:المتض َّاد ُة
ال ِصف
Sifaat With Opposites:
Al Hams and Al Jahr
Al Hams
- Definition: To allow the
passing of breath when
the letter is pronounced.
- Its letters:
َّ
ْ
ْ َ
فحث شخص سكت
- Its Application: When
the letter is pronounced
with a sukun the reader
should allow for a little
passing of breath thus
prolonging the sound of
the letter.

Its Opposite

Al Jahr
- Definition: To not allow the
passing of breath when the
letter is pronounced.
- Its letters:
Remainder of the letters
- Its Application: When the
letter is pronounced with a
sukun the reader should
stop on the letter abruptly
and not prolong the sound
of the letter.
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ْ
ُ
ُ َّ ِّ ُ َّ
ُ
ُ
ِّ
 الشدة والرخاوة:ال ِصفات المتضادة
Sifaat With Opposites: Al Shidda and Al Rikhawa
Al Shidda
- Definition: The stopping of
the sound of letter once it
is pronounced with a
sukun.
- Its letters:
ْ َ
ْ َ
أ ِجد قط بكت
- Its Application: The nature
of these letters is that
when they are sakin the
sound stops abruptly.

Its Opposite

Al Rikhawa
- Definition: The continuation of
the sound of the letter upon
pronouncing it when sakin.
- Its letters:
ث, ح, خ, ذ, ز, س, ش, ص, ض,
ط, غ, ف, ه, و, ي
- Its Application: When the letter
is pronounced with a sukun the
reader should allow the sound
of the letter to continue for a
short while.

Al Tawasut
- This characteristic is a halfway going
between Al Shiddah and Al Rikhawah.
- Its letters:
ُ ْ
ِلن عمر
- Its Application: The reader allows the sound to
continue but for as much as with Al Rikhawah.
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ْ
ُ
ْ اِل ْستع:المتض َّاد ُة
ُالء واِل ْستفال
ُ ات
ُ
ال ِصف
ِ ِ
ِ ِ
Sifaat With Opposites: Al Isti’laa and Al Istifaal
Al Shiddah
- Definition: To raise the
back of the tongue to the
upper palate when
pronouncing these letters.
- Its letters:
ْ
ْ
َّ ُخ
ص ضغط ِقظ
- Its Application: These
letters are heavy in nature
as mentioned earlier. One
raises the back of one's
tongue to attain the
correct pronunciation.

-

Its Opposite

-

-

Al Istifaal
Definition: To lower the back of
the tongue and keep it down
when pronouncing these letters.
Its letters:
The remainder of the letters
Its Application: These letters are
light in nature. One lowers the
back of the tongue and keeps it
down when reciting them.
There are special exceptions to
the letters ا,  لand ر. These
exceptions had already been
covered in detail earlier.
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ْ
ُ ْ ْ ُ َّ
ُ
ُ ْ
ُ
 اْلطباق و ِاِلن ِفتاح:ال ِصفات المتضادة
Sifaat With Opposites: Al Itbaaq and Al Infitaah
Al Itbaaq
- Definition: When
pronouncing this group of
heavy letters the tongue
literally sticks to the upper
palate for a short while to
further emphasize its
heaviness.
- Its letters:
ص, ض, ط, ظ
- Its Application: These
letters are even more
heavy in nature as
mentioned earlier. One
raises the back of one’s
tongue and holds it at the
makhraj for a short while.

Its Opposite

Al Infitaah
- Definition: To open the mouth
slightly and keep the tongue
down to give the letters a more
lighter pronunciation.
- Its letters:
The remainder of the letters
- Its Application: When these
letters come with sukun one
keeps the tongue down and
increases the gap between the
tongue and upper palate by
opening the mouth a little wider.
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ْ
ُ ْ ْ ُ َّ
ُ
ُ
ْ
ُ
 اْلذَلق وْلصمات:ال ِصفات المتضادة
Sifaat With Opposites: Al Ithlaaq And Al Ismaat
Al Ithlaaq
- Definition: The term
relates to ease and
fluency of the
pronunciation of the
letters.
- Its letters:
فر من لب
- Its Application: This rule
relates to letters that are
pronounced from the tip
of the tongue or from the
lips.

Its Opposite

Al Ismaat
- Definition: Literally means to
prevent or stop. This refers to
letters that are not from the
letters of Al Ithlaaq.
- Its letters:
The remainder of the letters
- Its Application: There is a
grammatical context to these
letters which is beyond the
scope of this work. It suffices to
know that these letters are
opposite to the letters of Al
Ithlaaq.
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ْ ُْ ُ
ْ
َّ
ُ
ال ِصفات غب المتضاد ِة
Sifaat Without Opposites:
Al Safeer
- Definition: An extra sound
that passes from the lips
similar to a whistling sound
when pronouncing these
letters when they are sakin.
- Its letters: ص, ز, س.

Al Leen
- Definition: recitation of ْ وor ْ يthat come sakin
and the letter before it has a fathah and the
reader stops on the letter after. This has been
covered in detail in the section on long vowels.

Al Tafashi
- Definition: This refers to the
spreading of air when the
letter  شis pronounced.

Al Inhiraaf
- Definition: When letters incline towards the
makhraj of another letter when being
pronounced. This is only relevant to the letters ل
and ر.

Al Istitalah
- Definition: This refers to the
elongation of the makhraj of
 ضwhen is it pronounced with
a sukun. The tongue rolls
round from the makhraj of ض
to the makhraj of ل.

Al Takreer
- Definition: This refers to the repetition or rolling of
the tongue when the letter is pronounced. This is
only relevant to the letter ر.
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ْ ُْ ُ
ْ
َّ
ُ
ال ِصفات غب المتضاد ِة
Sifaat Without Opposites:
-

-

-

-

Al Qalqalah
Examples
Definition: When one of these letters
comes with a sukun its sound is
echoed. There are 2 types:َ ْ ْ
ْ ُّ
ُ ْ َ ْ ْ
ْ
Qalqalah Sugrah: when the qalaqalah
القلقلة الصغرى
القلقلة الكبى
occurs in the middle of recitation. The The lesser Qalqalah The greater Qalqalah
bounce is light
Qalaqalah Kubra: when the qalqalah
occurs when one stops reciting. It is a
more intense qalqalah. The bounce is
more apparent.
َ ُق ُط
Its letters: بْجد
Application: When reciting these
letters with sukun one bounces off
Practice reading the following
ْ ُ
the letter and continues reading.
َ َ
َٓ
ُم
ْ ّل أق ِس
ْ ْ ِحجرْ وٱلفجر:صغرى
When stopping on these letters the
ُ
َ
bounce is more apparent especially if
َ
َ َ َ
ْ
ُ
َّ
ُ
ْ خل
ق
ْ ت
ب
 أعب ْد:كبى
the letter has a shaddah.

َٓ َ َ
خلقْ ْنْا

ََ
ْحد
ْأ
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ْ ُ ْ
ْ ْ ُ ْ
ْ
همزة الوص ِل وهمزة القطع
Hamza-tul-Wasl and Hamza-tul-Qata’
The types of Hamzah
There are two Types of Hamzah in the Arabic Language.
Hamza-tul-Qata’

Hamza-tul-Wasl

• This is the hamzah that
comes at the beginning of a
word and has an alif
carrying a vowelised

• This is the hamzah that comes at the
beginning of a word and has only an
unvowelled alif sometimes carrying

hamzah ()أ.
• It is always recited, whether
is comes at the beginning or
middle of a sentence.

the head of the letter )ٱ(ص.
• It is always recited, when it comes at
the beginning of a sentence and
missed out if in the middle of a
sentence.

Starting with Hamza-tul-Wasl
The rules relating to starting with Hamza-tul-Wasl are stated on the next card.
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ْ ُ ْ
ْ
همزة الوص ِل
Hamza-Tul-Wasl
Hamz-tul-Wasl in Nouns
For the following nouns
hamza-tul-wasl starts with a
kasra.

➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

ِاسم
ِاست
ِابن
ُ
ِابنم
َ
ِابنة
ىء
َ َ ِامر
ِامرأة
َ
ِاْنان
ََ
ِاْنتان
ِايمن

Other than the above one
must learn how to start the
nouns analogically.

Hamz-tul-Wasl in Verbs
When the third letter
carries a dummah the
Hamza-tul-wasl starts
with a dummah.
When the third letter
carries a fathah or a
kasrah then its starts with
a kasrah. For Example:

ُُ
اعبدوا
َ
ُ
ِاستغ ِف ْروا
َ
ِاه ِدنا

Hamz-tul-Wasl in Verbs
Exceptions
Certain words don’t
appear to follow the
general rule at first glance.
For example:

ُ
ِائتوا

This starts with a kasrah as
the original verb is

ِائ ِت ُيوا

Hamz-tul-Wasl in the
ْ
particle ال.
َ
The definite particle ْال
always starts with a fathah.
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َ ْ
سكتة ل ِطيفة
The Gentle Pause
What is a Saktah Lateefah.?
There are 5 places in the Quran where is it recommended to briefly
pause during recitation without taking a breath. This places are usually
labelled with a س.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Where are these gentle pauses?
Surah Al-Kahf: Verse 1 – At ِْع َو ًجا
َ َ َّ
Surah Yaseen: Verse 52 – At ِمنْمرق ِدنا
َ َوق
Surah Al-Qiyamah: Verse 27 – At ْيل َْمن
ِ َّ َ
َ
Surah Al-Mutaffifeen: Verse 14 – At ْكَّلْْبل
Surah Al Haaqqah: Verse 28 – At َْم ِال َيه
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Some Sunnahs Related to Completing Quranic Recitation
Sunnah related to reciting from Surah Al Duha to the end of the Quran
• When the reader reaches Surah Al Duha it is recommended to say
“Allahu Akbar” at the end of each surah until the end of the Juzz.
When Ubayy Ibn Kaab recited Al Quran to the Messenger of Allah ﷺ,
he was commanded to say the takbeer at the end of each surah.
• It is also recommended that when the reciter reaches Surah Al Naas
they must continue to Surah Fatihah and recite Surah Al Baqarah up
to the fifth ayah. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas narrates that a man came to
the Messenger of Allah  ﷺand said, “which actions are the best?”
The Messenger of Allah  ﷺreplied, “You must do Hal-ul-Murtahil”.
The man asked, “what is Hal-ul-Murtahil?”. The Messenger of Allah
 ﷺreplied, “once the reciter of the Quran arrives, he moves on.”
• In other words, once you reach the end of the Quran one must start
reciting from the beginning to indicate that this is a continuous
journey.
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Some Sunnahs Related to Completing Quranic Recitation
Benefits of completion of the Quran

• It is recommended to make dua when we complete the Quran.
• Sayyiduna Anas narrates that the Messenger of Allah  ﷺsaid to him
“Upon the completion of the Quran is an accepted Dua and a tree in
paradise.”
• Al Darami relates in his musnad that the one who reads the Quran
and then makes dua, 4,000 angels say ameen to the dua.
• Imam Al Nawawi said “Dua at the completion of the Quran is highly
and strongly recommended and it is a sunnah that the latter
generation took from the first generation.

َو اِب اهلل تَو افيقٌ َو ََل َحو َل َو ََل قُ َّو َة إ ََّل اِب اهلل إَل َِ ا ا ِّ إَل َِ ام ا
هللا َو َس َّ ََّل َو َِب َركَ عَ ََّل َس َّي ادنَ ُُ ََ ََّّد َو عَ ََّل آ ا ال َو َ ل
َص اب اه َو َس َّ ََّل
ُ َو َص ََّّل
.َوإَل ََ لَّدُ ا َّ اّلِل َر اب إَل َِاَ َ اَّ َي
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