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| Love Islam © is a series of Islamic Studies text-
books that gradually introduces Muslim students
to the essentials of their faith. It brings to light
the historic and cultural aspects of Islam. The
series covers levels one through five, which are
suitable for young learners and includes a stu-
dent textbooks and workbooks as well as a
teacher and parent’s guides.

The Islamic Services Foundation is undertaking
this project in collaboration with Brighter
Horizons Academy in Dallas, Texas. Extensive
efforts have been made to review the enclosed
material. However, constructive suggestions and
comments that would enrich the content of this
work are welcome.

All praise is due to Allah (God), for providing us
with the resources that have enabled us to com-
plete the first part of this series. This is an ongo-
ing project, and it is our sincere wish and hope
that it will impact our Muslim children today, and
for many years to come.

Copyright © 2014 by Islamic Services Foundation
ISBN 1-933301-39-6

All rights reserved. No part of this publication
may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or
by any means, electronic or mechanical, includ-
ing photocopying, recording, or any information
storage and retrieval system, without permission
in writing from the publisher.
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@ What is the main message of all prophets?

@ Were the prophets ordinary men?

€ What are the characteristics of prophets?
What were some of the miracles our prophets brought with them?

) Are the prophets mentioned in the Qur'an similar to those mentioned
in the Bible?

@ Who was the last and final prophet?
How should we respect our prophets?

As you learned earlier, the con-
cept of tawheed (monotheism) is
the most important concept in
Islam. The key to Heaven is to
understand and believe that there
is no God but Allah, the One True
Creator. Allah wanted the mes-
sage of Islam and the belief in one
God, 'tawheed,’ to spread among
mankind. He did this by appointing
prophets and messengers.




Illam teaches that God sent
prophets and messengers to all
nations. Since the beginning of
time, God has communicated His
gui dance through these chosen peo-
ple. They were human beings who
wa lked and lived among their peo-
ple. They taught nations about faith
in One Almighty God and how to be
good. From the first prophet, Adam
(P) , to the last prophet, Muhammad
#, Allah's message eventually
reached all corners of the world.
Allah says in the Qur’an:

Y ioie Qi EIJESL )
“And for every nation thereis a
messenger.” [10:47]
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“Indeed we have sent w1th you
the truth conveying to people Our
good tidings and warnings. And
there is no nation, which has not

been sent a warning (messenger of
warning).” [35:24]

The Qur’an itself tells us that it has
mentioned only some of the

prophets
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“And we told you about some mes-
sengers, while we did not tell you
about others.” [4:164]

Since prophets appeared over
thousands of years, and there were
many in each nation, to make a full
list of names is impossible. There
are some ahadeeth of the Prophet
which say that God sent thousands
of prophets and messengers.
Therefore, Muslims have to believe
in and respect all the prophets that
are mentioned in Al-Qur'an. And,
they should also believe that Allah
sent many other prophets and mes-
sengers whose names are not
known. The Holy Qur'an stated:

)
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“The Messenger (Muhammad) believes in what has been revealed to him from his
Lord, as do the men of faith. Each one (of them) believes in Allah, His angels, His
books, and His messengers. We make no distinction (they say) between one and

3 another of His messengers.” [2: 285] /
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Hadeeth Shareef | )

Prophets and messengers were
human beings who were very
noble and pious role models. They
were neither divine, nor angels
nor jinn. Every prophet was born
to a mother and a father, except
Prophet Isa .3 «= , who had no

father, and Adam ;.31 who had

neither. Some prophets had broth-
ers like Prophet Musa s ws.
Prophet Musa's brother was also a
prophet, and his name was Haroon
ool ale. Ismaeel and Ishaq were

also brothers and prophets. Other

prophets got married and had chil-

dren, like Prophets Adam, Nuh,
Ibraheem, Musa, Muhammad =
and others. Although prophets and
messengers were ordinary men,
Allah 4£ gave them special quali-

ties. They all had high morals,
manners and attitudes. They were
faithful, honest, patient, tolerant,
and honorable. Additionally, some
of them had long lives. Prophet
Nuh i« lived for 950 years and

Prophet Ibraheem lived more than
200 years! Other prophets died
much younger than that, such as
Prophet Muhammad i . He
became a prophet at the age of 40
and died at the age of 63. Prophet
Isa »3i ks is the only prophet who
has yet to die. Instead, Allah ﬁ\ﬁ
raised him to Heaven. He will
come back to Earth before the Day
of Judgment, and he will confirm
Islam as the true and final religion
of God. He will also win over all
evil people and powers.




Being a prophet Qr a messenger
was not an easy task. It was a very
serious responsibility, which
required a great deal of persever-
anceand strength. Some prophets
were killed, like Prophets
Zakariyya (Zachariah) and Yahya
(John) a3t we . Others were put in

prison for years, like Prophet
Yousuf (Joseph). Almost all

prophets were persecuted and
harassed, including Nuh (Noah),
Ibraheem s 4 (Abraham),

Younus (Jonah), Musa (Moses), Isa
(Jesus), Muhammad, and others.
Therefore, Allah in His glorious
wisdom carefully selected those
individuals who would be most
suited to serve as prophets. Allah
also stated that he chose only men
to be prophets and messengers.

Ve X4
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And We have not sent before you but men from (among) the people
k of the towns, to whom We sent revelations. [12:109] )

However, Allah chose certain
faithful women to play great and
historical roles. Asiah, the wife of
Phir‘oun, Maryam, Khadeejah and

The Cave of Hira, where Prophet
Muhammad recieved the first
verses of Al-Qur an.

many others were exceptional role
models. They were not prophets,
but they were women of great
faith.

A  Mount Sinai, where Prophet Musa

received the Torah.
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How did prophets find out that Allah ¢ spoke to him directly.
they had beeh selected as prophets All the prophets received the
or messengers? There were two ways  same basic message: That Allah is
in which Allah £ reached out to the only true Creator and Sustainer
his prophets. The first way was by of the universe, and that He is the
sending an angel to them. For exam- only One worthy of complete obedi-
ple, Prophet Muhammad = received ence and worship. Adam, Nuh,
the message of prophethood from Ibraheem, Musa, Isa, Muhammad,
the Angel Jibreel while he was in and all the prophets brought their
Cave Hiraa'. _ people this same message. None of

At other times, Allah 4% spoke them claimed to be divine or God-
directly to His chosen prophets. For like in any way, and they all taught
example, Prophet Musa esi « went a pure belief in the One True God.

to a desert or a mountain where

What Are The Characteristics of Prophets?

1. The prophets of Allah were the offspring of Prophet Ibraheem,
the best in their communities. the Father of Prophets, through his
They were the most moral and the son Is’haqg. Prophet Muhammad was
most intelligent among their peo- the descendent of Prophet Isma'eel.
ples. This was necessary because Isma‘eel was also the son of Prophet
the life of a prophet served as a Ibraheem.
model for his followers. His per-
sonality had to be pleasant in 3. Prophets had to possess strong
order to attract people towards personalities. They had to be strong
his message rather than drive and resilient in the face of chal-
them away. lenges and difficulties. Many

e A AW % Prophets had to face fierce and evil

i 'M{ pee gl dH A } enemies.

“And most surely you are of a
great moral character.” [68:4] 4. Prophets had to be patient and

tolerant. Each prophet had to bring

2. They usually came from well- the message of tawheed to his peo-
known and highly respected fami- ple and teach this message for
lies. Most prophets came from many, many years. Many prophets,
great lineage. Prophets Musa, including Prophet Muhammad iz
Haroon, Yousuf, and Yaqoub were were persecuted and ridiculed for

A6




teaching Allah's message. Others,
like Nuh, taught for*hundreds of
years, but only gained a few fol-
lowers. In the case of Prophet

Allah 4¢ provided some of His

prophets with miracles. These mir-
acles usually had one of two pur-
poses:

- To help them during times of
danger or trouble (Prophet
Ibraheem, Nuh, Younus)

- Or as proof of Allah's great-
ness and to prove that the prophet
is a true prophet. (Prophet Musa,
Isa, etc.)

Prophet Ibraheem sk was

saved from the huge fire that was
lit to burn him. Prophet Nuh ,s.

dJswas miraculously saved with his

family and followers from the
flood.

The nature of the miracles
depended upon the time and soci-
ety in which the prophet taught.
Allah knew that people would be
most impressed by miracles that
accomplished valued tasks in soci-
ety. So, He chose miracles that
would be relevant to the society
of His messengers. For example,
Moses' contemporaries were excel-

Younus, the persecution and
harassment got so bad that he
fled, abandoning the people whom
he was supposed to teach.

lent at magic. So his major mira-
cle was to defeat the best magi-
cians of the day in Egypt. Jesus’
contemporaries were recognized
as skillful physicians. Therefore,
his miracles were to raise the
dead and cure the incurable dis-
eases. The Arabs, the contempo-
raries of the Prophet Muhammad
sz , were known for their elo-
quence and magnificent poetry. So
Prophet Muhammad’s iz major mir-
acle was Al- Qur’an. The people of
Arabia were impressed by the elo-
quence of Al-Qur'an and Arab poets
and orators could not make even a
few verses like it. Later, all Arabia
became a Muslim nation.
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There are 25 prophets men-

tioned by name in the Quran,
although Allah tells us clearly that
there were many more in different
times and places. Christians and
Jews also believe in most of the

A8
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Adam
Idrees
Nuh

Hud

Salih
Ibraheem
Isma'eel
Is-haq
Loot
Ya'qoob
Yousuf
Shu'ayb
Ayyoaob
Musa
Haroon
Thul-kifl
Dawood
Sulayman
Ilyas
Al-Yasa'
Younus
Zakariyya
Yahya

Isa
Muhammad

same prophets and their miracles.
Provided here are the 25 men-
tioned in the Qur’an and their
English names from the Bible
where applicable:

Biblical Name

Adam
Enoch
Noah

Abraham
Ishmael
Isaac

Lot
Jacob
Joseph
Jethro
Job
Moses
Aaron
Ezekiel
David
Solomon
Elias
Elisha
Jonah
Zecharias
John
Jesus




As you can see, most of the
prophets in the Qur'an are recog-
nized by the Bible. Some of the
prophets have the same name in
both the Quran and the Bible, like
Prophet Adam .wii.. However,

most prophets have names which
sound different. For example,
Prophet Sulayman ,s.J 4= is known

as Prophet Solomon in the English

1. Believing in all of the true
prophets and admiring them is a
Muslim's way of showing apprecia-
tion. Muslims appreciate the many
sacrifices that these prophets
made. We must be grateful that
they worked so hard to bring
Allah's message to mankind.

1. The best way to respect
prophets and messengers is to fol-
low their guidance and manners. If
you want to give great respect to
Prophet Muhammad, for example,
you must obey him and try to fol-
low his manners and Sunnah.

3. When Muslims mention the
name of Prophet Muhammad or
any other prophet, they make a
prayer for them out of respect.
This is a prayer asking God to
grant the prophet His peace and
blessings. In Arabic we say:

pegade dll o OF adlade
“Sallallahu alayhi wasallam or

translation of the Bible. Prophet
Younus ..« is known as Prophet
Jonah. Also, Prophet Ayyoub is
known as Job.

There are some prophets men-
tioned in the Qur’an that are not
mentioned in the existing form of
the Bible. For example Prophets
Muhammad i, Shu'ayb ssi k.,
Salih and Hud sdice .

A The Tomb of Prophet Yahya
(John) g2\ us in the Omayyad
Mosque in Damascas, Syria.

Alayhi-ssalam”

4. Muslims do not draw pictures
of the prophets. In addition,
Muslims do not portray the charac-
ters of the prophets in movies or
plays. Muslims believe that por-
traying a prophet of God in a
movie is disrespectful. No matter
how good an artist or an actor is,
it would be impossible for them to
accurately portray the prophet's
greatness. Also, Muslims do not

A9
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want to create images of prophets
as other grodps have done,
because that could lead to idoliz-
ing those images. People in the
past used to create statues of
their great leaders, then ended up
worshipping them.

That is why we do not see any
actor playing Prophet Muhammad
in the famous movie "The
Message.” And even in the ani-
mated movie "Muhammad: The
Last Messenger,” no image of the
Prophet is ever depicted.

1. Always show love and respect for all the
prophets of Allah.

2. Always follow the Sunnah and manners of
Prophet Muhammad.

3. Say "Salla-Atllahu Alayhi wa Sallam” or "Alay-his-
Salam” whenever you hear or say the name of Prophet
Muhammad or other prophets.

A10 |




. Chapter Review

CRirie

Why do you think Allah chose humans, not angels, for example, to be
prophets and messengers?

Lessor Rovdiens ke
‘M@x’p
TI\ What does Islam teach about prophets? Quote two verses from

the Qur’an.
How many prophets are mentioned in the Holy Qur’an?

@ Explain how prophets were ordinary men. Why did Allah choose
these individuals?

o What were two ways in which these ordinary men learned that
they were prophets?

& Why did Allah <i£ provide some of His prophets with miracles?
What are some of the characteristics of a prophet?

Which prophets are not mentioned by name in today’s Bible?

Dawood, Yahya Thul-Kifl, Ayyoub and Ya’qoub?

0 What are the English Biblical names for Prophets Younus,
@ What is the significance of Prophet Muhammad i ?

List three ways Muslims can show respect to the prophets.

A11




Prophets and messengers were
great people selected by Allah to
show people the straight path.
They came from different places
and spoke different languages, but

After the creation of Adam, just
one original message has been
repeatedly delivered to mankind
throughout the history of humanity.
All prophets taught their peoples
about the oneness of Allah, or
Tawheed, and the proper way to
worship Him. They also taught peo-
ple how to be righteous and lead
positive and happy lives. Allah's
message has been the same mes-
sage from the first prophet, Adam
to the last prophet, Muhammad 3z .

A12

they all conveyed the same mes-
sage of Islam. They all focused on
the most important concept of
Islam, tawheed. Some of them
were anbiyaa’, or prophets, and
others were rusul, or messengers.

Prophet: Nabiy
Prophets: Anbiyaa' <
Messenger: rasool  Js)

s

messengers: Rusul  J—)

God gave them all His guidance and
charged them with the task of con-
veying that guidance to His people.
The Prophet’s iz mission was to
encourage people to believe in the
One True God, obey Him, do good,
and avoid evil.

In Surat-ul-A'raaf, Allah tells us
that although He sent different
prophets to different peoples in dif-
ferent times, they all had the same
message, "God is One, and He is the
only One to worship.”
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We sent Nuh to his people. He said: "O my people! Worship Altah! You have no
other god but Him. Truly | fear for you the punishment of painful day.” [7:59]

/,« 2%
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To the people of Aad, (We sent) Hud, one of their (own) brethren. He said: "O my
people! Worship Allah! You have no other God but Him, will you not, then, seek
protection.” [7:65]

l
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To the people of Thamood (We sent) Salih, one of their own brethren. He said:
'O my people| Worship Allah; you have no other god but Him.” [7:73]

" _u,m{,:jg’p w) 5 e Ll BASE s JE et PRt
To the people of Madyan, We sent Shu'ayb, one of their own brethren, he said: "O
my people! Worship Allah; you have no other god but Him.” [7:85]

PP .

. e > 3 z »s o T
vo et o 0 SIS U Y VN L) i) 45 e LB 00 EESIEG

Not a messenger did We send before thee without this inspiration sent by Us to
him: that there is no God but |; therefore worship and serve Me. [21: 25]

oy

= Allah, The One True Creator

Prophets The Message

Adam God is One

pe= Nuh God is One
—==_ Abraham God is One
= Moses God is One
Jesus God is One

= Muhammad God is One

A13




e — )
7, H 1

4

UNIT © CHAPTER 2)

The terms "prophets” and "mes-
sengers’ are sometimes used as if
they always mean the same thing.
This is not the case all of the
time. All prophets shared one
common message, Islam. And all
prophets were required to imple-
ment Islam in their own lives and
guide their families too. However,
some of the prophets were also
messengers. Those messengers
were ordered by Allah to deliver
Allah’s message to many other
people.

A rasool means a person who is
assigned to deliver Allah's message
to the people of his tribe or in his
area. The rasool, then, is a
prophet whom Allah ordered to
guide a large number of people to

worshipping God and practicing
Islam. This was a very important
role given to messengers in addi-
tion to the responsibilities of
prophethood.

Of the many prophets Allah

4 sent, only 25 are men-

tioned by name in the Quran. All
of them were messengers except
Prophet Adam. He lived alone on
Earth with his small family.
Therefore, he was not ordered to
convey Allah’'s message outside of
his family. All the other prophets
mentioned in the Qur'an from Nuh
to Muhammad were rusul, or mes-
sengers. It should be noted here
that Prophet Nuh was the first of
Allah’s messengers.

Contrasting Prophets and Massengers

Description
Great people i i
Human beings * *
Men & *
Given divine messages * *
Must deliver the message to many other people 2

Perhaps given books

A14




‘ CORRECTION

Many people think that messengers are only those who
received books from God. That is not true. There are messen-
gers who did not receive books. Allah said in the Qur'an that
Prophets Isma'eel, Lut, Yousuf, llyas, Younus, Salih, Hud and
others are rusul, or messengers, although they did not receive
books. Look at the following ayaat:

LA PR Pt ALY :E/ o e 2rsa
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And mention Isma’eel in the Book; surely he was truthful in
(his) promise, and he was a messenger, a prophet. [19:54]

Yy ;QUL.A\;{ @CJQT;; U’,Ulf,l; }
And Ilyas was most surely one of the messengers. [37:123]
Yy ;c;,uu\{ ;\pﬂfg@j :,:\J };
And Lut was most surely one of the messengers. [37:133]
\r‘\;c_.uu\{ ")}}fbﬂ\;’j;jj’; . %

And Younus was most surely one of the messengers. [37:139]
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The main role of the messenger
is to convey the message of Allah
to his people. Allah says:

AV Ol e di{’&lﬁgl‘))i&i&;c }

“The Messenger's duty is but to
convey (the Message)...” [3:81]

Allah also says:
“O Apostle! Proclaim the (Message)
which has been sent to you from
your Lord. If you do not, you will
not have fulfilled (your obligation)
and taught His message.” [5:67]

As you learned earlier, messen-
gers were given the responsibility
of teaching their people Islam.
Each messenger was only responsi-
ble for conveying Allah's message
to his people. They were not
responsible for bringing the mes-
sage to people outside of their
areas, unless Allah ordered them
to do so. The situation of Prophet
Muhammad was different. He was
sent as a messenger and guide for

\.

his people and for all of
humankind. Allah says:

s s o {fj’/ “ Stk v,
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“We have not sent you but as a
universal (Messenger) to mankind,
giving them glad tidings, and
warning them (against sin), but
most people do not understand.”
[34:28]

During his 23 years as a messen-
ger, he taught the people of Arabia
the message of Islam, and all of
Arabia became a Muslim nation.
Before he died, he sent his ambas-
sadors with messages to the kings
of Persia, the Roman Empire,
Egypt, and other nations outside
of Arabia inviting them to Islam.
Some of these nations, as well as
others not mentioned, accepted
Islam after the passing of Prophet
Muhammad i .

messengers are sent to:

1. Teach Allah’s message of faith
2. Teach people how to worship
their Creator

3. Show people how to live moral
and happy lives.

ﬂéﬂ




The Prophet's Mosque in Madinah

All prophets were chosen by
God, and their messages were
equally true. However, their mis-
sions varied. The messengers
before the Prophet Muhammad i
were only given teachings for their
nations. During those times,
except for trade or war, nations
didn’t interact with each other.
Furthermore, the teachings of
each prophet lasted for a limited
time, after which God would send
another prophet to revise some of
the teachings for the new circum-
stances.

But eventually the time came to
unite all nations with a single reli-
gion. Allah wanted humankind to
live in peace as one nation. For
this purpose God sent Prophet
Muhammad #: to all mankind. Allah
entrusted him to deliver His teach-
ings to the whole world and for
eternity. This teaching is Islam in
its complete form.

Prophet Muhammad's iz mission
was to confirm the basic teachings
of Islam that other prophets had
taught. He also came with many
additional teachings and guidance
for the good of mankind. Islam as

A17
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we know it now is a comprehen-
sive and perfect way of life. If
people follow this guidance, they
will live happily in this life, and
win the wonderful Paradise in the
after life.

Prophet Muhammad :: is the
final Prophet and Messenger. He
brought us the final message from
God, the Qur'an. No true prophet
or messenger will come after
Prophet Muhammad, and no divine
message will come after Al-Qur'an.
Allah says in Al-Qur'an:

SO o A WAZ 500

///)A/ . /,‘1 v,
565 o=l by bl Jou5 S

, AN 2 R
e (e i B

“Muhammad is not the father
of any of your men, but he is the
Messenger of Allah and the Last of
the Prophets; and Allah is knowl-
eageable of all things.” [33:40]

Al-Qur'an's message confirms
but replaces all former holy books
and scriptures that people
changed or were lost over time.

While all prophets and mes-
sengers taught the same message
of tawheed, only five were given
revelations in the form of a book.
These books contained the mes-
sage of tawheed along with other
teachings such as morality, wor-
ship, the Day of Judgment, and

g e

A [Inside the Prophet's Mosque in
Madinah

Anyone who claims to be a
prophet after Prophet Muhammad
gz is a false prophet. And any
claimed divine message after the
Quran is not from God.

It is unfortunate that there are
a few groups that claim to be
Muslims, but they believe in a
prophet after Prophet Muhammad.
These groups cannot be Muslim.
The Qur’an confirms that Prophet
Muhammad #z is the last and the
seal of all Prophets and messen-
gers. Al-Quran, too, is the final
message from God.

the belief in Heaven and Hell. The
messengers whom we are told
received books are Prophet
Ibraheem, Prophet Dawood,
Prophet Musa, Prophet Isa, and
Prophet Muhammad peace be upon
all of them. These messengers
received special books that had
specific names:
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P_ro'phet'-

Prophet |braheem

Al-Suhuf bl ] G
Prophet Musa At-Tawrah (Torah) 514l
Prophet Dawood Zaboor (Psalms) By
Prophet Isa Al-Injeel (Bible) £
Prophet Muhammad  Al-Qur'an ol

As you learned earlier, Prophet
Nuh was the first messenger.
However, the first messenger who
received a written message was
Prophet Ibraheem. He was given
the first scripture known as the
Suhuf, or the scrolls. The Suhuf
contained the true message of
tawheed along with other teach-

ings of Allah ¥, However, many

o®
years after he died, people began
to corrupt and change the true
teachings described in the Suhuf.
This caused the people to eventu-
ally forget the true message of

Allah 4z . The need for another

written message or a book became
urgent. Prophet Musa was chosen
to be the next messenger. Allah#ig

gave him At-Tawrah (the Torah) as
a guide for his people. Some time
after his death, Prophet Dawood
and Prophet Isa were sent as mes-
sengers. They too offered to their
peoples books of God. As before,

A20

their people after them corrupted
the original teachings.

The last and seal of all prophets
was Muhammad iz . Allah 4z pro-
vided Prophet Muhammad = with
Al-Qur’an. Al-Qur’an has never
changed since its revelation more
than 1,400 years ago and it will
remain unchanged until the Day of
Judgment. It is exactly the same as
it was when first revealed by Allah
d= . Allah promised in the Qur’an
that He will protect His last book
against any change or loss.

Allah says:

o (SR 00 SHTSEG 3

“We revealed this book and We
will surely protect it.”
[Surat-ul-Hijr 15:9]

Subhanallah! This is why there
was no need for another prophet
or messenger after Prophet
Muhammad iz .




Chapter Review

1. Compare and contrast the characteristics of Allah’s prophets and mes-
sengers.

2. What are the similarities and differences between prophets and other
great Muslim personalities?

3. List all the suwar in the Qur’an that are named after prophets or mes-
sengers.

o2 | e,
- B e

What is the message that all prophets taught to their families and peoples?
What are the similarities between prophets and messengers?

&) What is the difference between a prophet and a messenger?

@ How many prophets and messengers are mentioned in the Qur'an altogether?

How many were prophets and how many were messengers?
<J Did all messengers receive books from Allah? Explain.

Draw a table showing the names of the messengers who received books,
and the names of these books.
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Tawheed-ul-Khaliq 38 4>
Tawheed-ul-ebadah 3:stadi 4> 5
Tawheed-ul-Asmaa’-was- sbYia>g
Sifaat —u=y
Shahadah (testimony of faith) 34>
Kufr A5
Shirk 25

The Meaning of Tawheed

Tawheed is an Arabic word which means believing in and worshipping one
God. tawheed is the most important belief in Islam. The English word for
tawheed is monotheism.

Surat-ul-lkhlas is one of the shortest suwar (plural of surah) in Al-Qur’an.
But, it is one of the most important. This surah explains the idea of
tawheed. tawheed simply means the belief in one God, the true Creator of
the universe, and worshipping Him alone.

Allah is “One” without a partner and unique without a match. Allah is the
first and the last, and He knows everything. He is the only One worthy of
worship, and no one is capable of being God except Him. Believing in
tawheed (monotheism) is the most important part of being a Muslim. Do you
know that a person cannot become a Muslim without saying the Shahadah?
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| bear witness there is no god but Allah (God)
and that Muhammad is the Messenger of God.

| Holy Qur’an
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[4] Walam yakul lahu kufuwan ahad
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N4{| [1] Say: "Allah is the one and only God. g

J8ll  [2] Allah needs no one, but all need Him. 2y
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[3] He has no child, nor was He born.
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c [4] And no one is like Him. ?j
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Kufr and Shirk

Some people think that there is it is the opposite of tawheed
no god. They claim that the uni- (monotheism). Therefore, shirk is
verse somehow just happened the act of believing in or worship-
without a creator. This is called ping false gods in addition to our
kufr s or disbelief. Others think true Creator.
that there are many gods who All of these beliefs are rejected
helped create this world. This is in Istam. In fact, to disbelieve in
called shirk s,5 (polytheism) and God or to believe in another cre-

ator or creators is the worst possi-
ble sin. Allah says:

‘\
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“Allah does not forgive associating partners with Him; but He may
forgive anything else, to whom He pleases; to set up partners with
Allah is to commit a most heinous sin indeed.” [4:48]

. J

The Three Parts of Tawheed

In order to understand the idea of tawheed, scholars in Islam have
divided tawheed into three different parts.

Tawheed-ul-Khaliq 3 3-| L= ¢ : Belief in One Creator
&

Tawheed-ul-Khalig, which schol- Allah (God) is the only creator of

ars also call “ i, 5.5 Tawheed-ur- the world. God alone is the One
Ruboobiyyah,” is to believe that Who created the universe. As you
|
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Stone Fish. Yes this is a fish, NOT a stone. Can you see its mouth or eyes?

learned earlier, one of Allah’s

names is Al Khaliqg, or The Creator.

Tawheed-ul-Khaliq also means
that Allah alone provides care to
all of His creations. He alone con-
trols the universe and allows

| IV(‘)F()G ()f U Sdorr '_;S;

things to happen. When something
happens, it only happens with
Allah’s permission.

Tawheed-ul-Khaliq is also called
tawheed-ur-Ruboobiyyah which
means belief in one lord.
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“Allah is the Creator of all things.” 13:16
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A Do you know what this beautiful flower is?

The Prophet Muhammad 2 explained
the concept of Allah’s control over the
universe. He said: "If all of mankind gath-
ered together in order to help you, they
would only be able to help you as much

Tawheed-ul-lbadah :sLsi.- 5 is one
of the most important parts of
tawheed. Tawheed-ul-Ibadah,
which is also called Tawheed-ul-
Uloohiyyah . ¥1..-5 means that no

one has the right to be worshipped
but Allah. When we pray, give zakat
(alms), and fast in Ramadan, it is
all done in the name of Allah.
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as Allah had already permitted. Also, if all
of mankind gathered together to harm

you, they would only be able to harm you
as much as Allah had already permitted.”

e Tawheed-ul-lbadah S:l.,aj\ J»> & 1 Worshipping One God

All actions of ibadah should be
done for Allah alone. Worshipping
others instead of Allah, or even
worshipping others along with
Allah, is the greatest sin anyone
can commit. Many people worship
people, saints, idols, animals,
planets or other things. They think
these things lead to God, or they
are parts of God. This is not




e

Salah is the act of worshipping the One True God.

tawheed, and these practices are
rejected in Islam.

Ibadah should be done
directly to Allah, not through any-
one or anything else. For example,
many people think that they have
to pray or communicate with God
through a religious person or a
religious leader. When they ask

God for forgiveness, they do it
through a saint or a religious per-
son. In Islam, you pray, make sup-
plication (du’aa’), and perform all
acts of worship to Allah directly.
Muslims repent and seek His for-
giveness privately. Allah can see
and hear you whenever you say or
even whisper your prayers, no
matter where you are. He is very
loving and very close to us.
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Say, “l am commanded to worship Allah alone, and not to join partners
with Him. Unto Him do | call, and unto Him is my return.” [13:36]
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