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Waqf means to stop. 

It is necessary to renew the breath after Waqf. 

Stopping the sound without renewing the breath is an incorrect Waqf. Rather

this will be called Saktah. 

Saktah is to stop the sound only without drawing a breath.

It is reported that Sayyidina Ali (R.A) said regarding the verse: 

(And recite the Qur’an, recite it carefully, in a measured tone) 

“It is the Tajweed of the letters and the knowledge of the stopping’s”.

Rules of Waqf (Stopping)



1)  Fathah, Kasrah, Dammah,  

     Double Kasrah, Double Dammah

There are 4 situations 
where waqf will happen in the Quran

If the last letter has any one of these 5 symbols, then it will change into a Sakin.

EXAMPLES:



If the last letter has Double Fatha        ,  it will be changed into one fatha with Alif.

Unless it’s a ROUND TAA with 2 fatha      , then it’ll become sakin.

2) Double Fatha

EXAMPLES:



If the last letter is a Round Taa           it will be changed 

into a Haa with a Sakinh 

3) Round Taa & Haa

EXAMPLES:

If the last letter is already a Round Haa, it will always be read with a Sukūn
regardless of which symbol is on it.

EXAMPLES:



If the last letter is already a Sākin or if it is a stretched
letter it will remain as it is with no changes.

If the last letter has a shaddah on it, it will be read as a Sākin but with an
emphasis or slight stretch to indicate towards the shaddah.

4) Sākin or Stretched letter

EXAMPLES:

EXAMPLES:

Note:  Waqf rules will apply whenever you stop to take a breath while 

reciting the Qur’ān, whether that is at the end of an Āyah or the middle. 

However, waqf cannot happen in the middle of a word.



If a reciter needs to pause recitation, they may stop at the end of any word in any Āyah. 

However, we must remember that we cannot stop in the middle of a word. 

Any pause must be made according to the above stopping rules.

After a pause in the middle of an Āyah the reciter MUST resume the recitation from one

or two words before the word on which recitation was paused.

Stopping for a short pause

Stopping symbols 

for a short pause

There are a many different stopping 

symbols in the Qur’ān, however for the 

sake of ease we will mention just a few.



Index Of 

Symbols
The following symbols in the
Qur'an appear in the middle
or end of a sentence.

An explanation is given next
to the symbol denoting
what one should do.



WAQF:
Type Of Stops



This comes in four places in the Holy Qur’an that are unanimously
agreed by all the Scholars of the Qur’an.

The symbol is a Seen            or              on the top of the last letter of the word. 

The four places are:

Saktah is to stop the sound only without drawing a breath.

(Surah Kahf, Ayah 1-2)
(Surah Ya-Seen, Ayah 52)
(Surah Qiyamah, Ayah 27)
(Surah Mutaffifin, Ayah 14)

EXAMPLES:



Some surahs in the Quran start with a single letter or a group of letters; 
these will be pronounced as they are in the alphabet. 
Each letter will be stretched according to the stretching symbol above it.

Only 29 Surahs in
the Quraan begin
with the Muqataats

Openers



Any letter with no Harakah, Sukun or Shaddah will NOT be pronounced. 

Except Alif, as Alif is ONLY pronounced when it is empty of Harakah, Sukun or Shaddah.

Silent Letters

Normally, the Alif following a Fathah will be stretched.

However, the Alif in the word Ana will  NOT  be stretched, it will always be silent.

EXAMPLES:

Alif in the word Ana



If a Shaddah comes after a Sakin, then the letter with the sakin will be ignored 

and the previous letter will join straight onto the letter with Shaddah.

There is sometimes a tiny Noon written between two words, this Noon will be read as
any normal Noon, except when you stop on the first word, you will not read the Nun.

EXAMPLES:

Sukun followed by Shaddah

Joining Nun



Alif joins with the letter before while Laam joins with the next letter.

Difference between Alif and Laam

There are 6 ‘naughty letters’ which do not join with the next letter them.

(They can join the letter before them)

6 Naughty Letters



Idghaam will only happen when the letter following the noon sakin or
tanween is in the next word.

There are only four places in the Quran where Idghaam with Ghunna comes
in one word (But they are recited with Izhar) and they are:

Some exceptions of Idghaam



Wherever the word                appears on the margin of the Quran, then on reciting

that verse sajdah becomes Wajib.    This Sajdah is known as Sajdah Tilawah.

In the Qur’an these are indicated by the symbol         or                   or with an 

over-line on the word/s of sajda-e- tilawah.

What is Sajda-e- Tilawah?

There are 14 Sajda’s in the Quran:

Surah Al A’Raf (7: 206)

Surah Al Ra’d (13:15)

Surah Al Nahl (16:50) 

Surah Bani Israil (17:109) 

Surah Maryum (19:58)

Surah Al Haj (22:18) Ayat 18

Surah Al Haj (22:77) 

Surah Al Farqan (25:60)

Surah Al Naml (27:26) 

Surah As Sajdah (32:15)

Surah Sa’d (38:24) 

Surah Hamim Sajdah (41:38) 

Surah Al Najam (53:62) 

Surah Inshiqaq (84:21) 

Surah Al Alaq (96:19)

(Imam Shafi RA)

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

(Imam Abu Hanifa RA)



Abu Huraira reported: The Messenger of Allah SA said, “When

the son of Adam recites a verse of prostration and he prostrates,

Satan withdraws and he weeps and he says: Woe to me! The son

of Adam was commanded to prostrate and he prostrated, so he

will go to Paradise. I was commanded to prostrate and I refused,

so I will go to Hellfire.” (Sahih Muslim)

Why do we do Sajda when reading
Ayah of Prostration in Quran?



There are four places (words) in the Quran where there is a small 

         on top the letter    

  

You can read both because of the difference of opinion between the

Qur’ra (reciters)

EXAMPLE:

The four places are:

1) Al-Baqarah (2:245)      2) Al- Araaf (7:69)

3) At-Tur (52:37)                4) Al- Ghashiyah (88:22)



In Surah Khaf there is a verse with this word (18:19) 

this word marks the middle of the Quran according to letters.

Middle of the Quran

We have come to an end of our Khayr Academy Tajweed Course.

Jazaak Allah for attending and taking part.

We pray Allah gives us the Tawfeeq to read and teach the Quran in the correct manner,

the way it was revealed to our Beloved Prophet Muhammad SAW.

Aameen 


