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The Ancient Celtics
Who are the Celtics (pr. 
Keltics)?
• Ancient warrior tribe that 

lived 2,000 yrs. ago around N. 
France, Ireland, and UK

• Agricultural society that 
depended on harvest

• May 1st was marked the 
beginning of summer

• Nov. 1st marked the 
beginning of winter

• On October 31st, they would 
bring in their animals and 
collect all of their fruits and 
veggies for the winter



The Festival of Samhain
What is Samhain (pr. Sao-in)

• The night before Nov. 1st

• While May 1st marked the 
birth of summer (called 
“Beltane), Nov 1st marked its 
death

• Celtics would ask their 
priests (Druids) to pray for 
them

• This night the boundary 
between the dead and living 
was very thin

• Souls from the past year 
would roam the Earth



All Saints’ Day: The Origin of the 
Word “Halloween”

• 7th century: Pope Boniface IV initiates “All Saints’ 
Day” to honor all Christian saints

•  835 CE: Pope Gregory III assigned this day to 
November 1st in order to combat Samhain

• “All Saints’ Day” became known as “All Hallows’ 
Day”; “Hallows’” = “Holy Saints”

• October 31st became known as “Hallows’ Eve,” or 
“Hallow Evening”

• Later distorted to become “Halloween”
• Halloween was a result of the Catholic Church



Samhain: Bonfires
• Built to honor the “sun gods” that controlled 

the shortening of the day

• Used to guide the dead and keep their evil 
away

• Animal sacrifices were offered in the bonfires 
to thank the “Earth God” for its harvests

• Druids would use bonfires for divination and 
predict who would prosper the next year



Samhain: Costumes
• “Guising” was done to beg for food
• Spirits were believed to haunt people on Halloween, 
• Costumes and masks were worn to either disguise 

oneself as a spirit or to scare them away
• Celtics wore certain animal skin to acquire power of 

an animal 
• Christians wore “Saint costumes” on All Saints’ Day in 

their opposition
• Masks carry a long history of demon possession



Samhain: 
Trick-or-Treating

• Pagans believed that if the living did not 
provide treats for the witches and ghosts, the 
evil souls of the dead would create mischief“

• Souling” was done to beg for food



Jack-o’-Lantern
• Some: The Celtics started using carved turnips 

instead of bonfires
• The light or fire inside was due to the Celtic belief 

that the soul is held inside the head of humans
• One popular story involves a man named Jack and 

his encounter with the devil
• The pumpkin represents Jack’s lantern or 

“Jack-o’-Lantern”, the light inside represents the 
devil’s coal, the face carving represents the 
wandering soul of Jack



Halloween 2023 by the numbers
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Halloween 2023 by the numbers

• $12.2 billion- All time high: Total Halloween consumer spending expected for 
2023, according to the National Retail Federation.

• $ 4.1 Billion: Expected spending on Costumes; highest Spending for ADULTS (2B)

• $3.6 Billion: Expected spending on Candy up from 3.1 billion from last year

• $700 Million: Amount to be spent dressing up pets in costumes

• 73%: Americans planning to celebrate Halloween this year, up from 69% last year

• $108.24: Consumers will spend an unprecedented $108.24 per person,.

• …..million: People in the United States who celebrate Halloween 
• 77%: of Celebrators who plan to purchase decorations, 

• $2 billion: spending on adult costumes, up 18% from last year

• 1.4 billion: spending on children’s costumes

• 86%: Parents who admit to stealing candy from their kids
• 675 grams (3 Cups): Amount of sugar kids can consume eating Halloween 

candy. This equals almost 169 sugar cubes.

• 41.1 million: Potential trick-or-treaters aged 5-14 in 2019, according to the US 
Census Bureau.

Sources: National Retail Federation, U.S. Census Bureau, Business Insider, Nielsen, and CandyUSA.) / wallethub.com 
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Tawhid vs Paganism
• To Muslims, the belief in the oneness of Allah 

Ta`ala is the most important thing
• Oneness in terms of His divinity and attributes
• The origins of Halloween contains the following:

a. Purification of the devil while Allah Ta`ala has 
declared him “Ar-Rajim” (the accursed)

b. Belief in dead spirits and their returning to the world 
while the power to raise the dead only lies with Allah

c. Belief in Gods other than Allah Ta`ala such as the sun 
God of the Celtics and Goddess Pomona of the 
Romans



Trick or Treat: Modern 
Begging

Trick-or-Treating
• Stems from various pagan rituals of begging
• A form of begging or blackmail; “give me something good to eat, if you 

don’t…”
• The “trick” aspect stems once again from pagan roots and is very closely 

associated with spreading mischief in the streets, a concept condemned 
by Islam



Costumes and Un-Islamic 
Attire

• Costumes typically, but not always, represent evil spirits, monsters, 
and the walking dead with a  sort of “Satanic” feel

• Do not conform to Islamic standards of modesty and either reveal 
one’s physique or leave one’s `awrah (parts that are necessary to be 
concealed) opened

• Due to the amount of money wasted in candies and costumes, it may 
fall under the prohibition of israf (overspending) and tabdhir 
(squandering one’s wealth)

• Allah Ta`ala says in the Holy Qur’an:
یاَطِینِ رِینَ كَانوُا إخِْوَانَ الشَّ إنَِّ الْمُبذَِّ

Trans.: “Indeed those who squander their wealth are the brothers of 
Satan.” [Al-Qur’ān, 17:27]



Islamic Identity
• Allah Ta`ala has granted us the status as one of the best 

nations
• The Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم has practically shown us that 

our Islamic heritage is enough
• Emulating other nations is a sign that we do not hold our 

own heritage in high regard
Hadith #1 - The Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم said:

«مَنْ تشََبَّھَ بقِوَْمٍ فھَُوَ مِنْھُمْ»
“Whosoever imitates a nation, he is then from amongst that 
nation.” [Abū Dāwūd]



Islamic Identity
• While some may argue that Halloween does not have 

any connections to incorrect beliefs, its origin along 
with its name is a mark of Christianity, ancient Rome, 
and ancient Celtics

• Hadith #2 - The Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم said:
 لتَتَْبعَُنَّ سَننََ مَنْ كَانَ قبَْلكَُمْ، شِبْرًا شِبْرًا وَذِرَاعًا بذِِرَاعٍ، حَتَّى لوَْ دَخَلوُا»

ِ، الیھَُودُ وَالنَّصَارَى؟ قاَلَ: «فمََنْ «جُحْرَ ضَبٍّ تبَعِْتمُُوھُمْ»، قلُْناَ: یاَ رَسُولَ اللهَّ
Trans: “You will follow the (wrong) ways of your 
predecessors so completely and literally that if they 
should go into the hole of a mastigure, you too will go 
there.” The companions asked, “O Allah's Messengerصلى الله عليه وسلم 
Do you mean the Jews and the Christians?” He replied, 
“Whom else?” [Bukhārī]



An Important Lesson
What is Halloween really?
• A culture that promotes evil, Shaytan, and supernatural forces other 

than Allah Ta`ala
What are we teaching?
• To accept Shaytan and dark forces as something “cool”
• To embrace and love the concept evil under the guise of a “fun-filled 

holiday”
• To accept material that darkens the light of Iman
What is the result?
• All that is evil becomes acceptable in their hearts
• Begging for food becomes an activity
• Imitating and dressing up as those who spread mischief becomes a part 

of their culture
We must ask ourselves, are we slowly allowing ourselves to accept magic, 
witches, the occult, and other forms of evil as something legitimized by 
Islam as well? [Notes for slide taken from IlmSource.com]



What Should We Do?
“Other Muslim families are doing it.”
• They may not be fully aware of the implications of Halloween
“We are only doing it so our children can get some candy.”
• Ask yourself this, are you willing to let candy ruin the tarbiyah 

(upbringing) of your own children and possibly their progeny as 
well?

“My children’s friends are all doing it and he feels left out.”
• We all live in a multicultural society where each one respects the 

culture of another
• Explain the purity of Islam and how Islamic values are above all 

others
• Contact the school administration regarding your beliefs and 

which activities you do not wish your child to take part in



From Darkness to the Light of 
Islam

تمت بالخیر
جزاكم الله خیرا


