Decisions and Dunya: Repairing the Chain

Lesson 1: Year 4, Unit Au1: Challenges Inside Us: The Ego and Taking Amanah and Khilafah: Ego vs Shariah, Descendents of Adam

Decisions and Dunya: Repairing the Chain
· Understand context of Muslim practice

· Understanding transmission of knowledge and decisions in Islam
Resources:

1. Ethics Y5 Au1 R1 Medieval Baghdad

2. Ethics Y5 Au1 R2 The Chain: Knowing What Allah Sent Down

Time 45 min (Activity 1: 15 min, Activity 2: 15 min, Leading Idea 1: 10 min, Plenary: 5 min).

Forces working against us: If we live In a world where dunya is powerful and Shaytan and the nafs have pulled most aside from the Shariah, how do we go another way. If Muslims practice Islam lightly (due to isti’mar and revolt without return to original level of knowledge and modern reformation), how do we make sure nafs and Shaytan aren’t getting what they want?

Making decisions: As CS Lewis said, you can’t really believe in part of a religion and not another. Disbelief in part is like riding part of a ship; you sink. If you don’t believe in part, you doubt authenticity of whole and it means you are like Shaytan, only doing what you understand when the point of religion is for you to obey Allah instead of your nafs and to benefit from guidance that is above what the intellect could find or understand.
Activity 1 (15 min): Decisions: Ideal Versus Reality in Islam
This unit is about how people who wish to keep their pact or covenant with Allah and to be his khulafa’ make their decisions. The those who don’t keep this pact are fasiq by definition. A fasiq breaks their pact by either continually committing small sins or by committing the kaba’ir. We should never call a Muslim a fasiq, but we should make sure we are not one!
The way to follow this pact has always been to follow a school in of Islam, iman, and ihsan. Ahl al Sunnah wa l-Jama’ah, the group of Sunni Muslims is definded by the greatest scholars as those who follow one of the schools of Islam which they name as: Hanafi, Maliki, Shafi’i, and Hanbali. They are all acceptable ways to follow Sunnah of the Prophet salla Llahu alayhi wa ala alihi. The schools of iman they list are Ash’ari and Maturidi. There are many schools of ihsan, but some of the ones working properly in our day are Qadiri, Chisti, Naqshbandi, and Shadhili. Some people prefer to have a connection with the grandchildren of the Prophet salla Llahu alayhi wa ala alihi through the Ba’Alawis for instance. Listing these schools does not mean that everyone who uses the name of the school is rightly guided.
This lesson is about the reality of Islam in our time. It focuses on getting a clear picture of that reality before moving on to focus on decision making and how fiqh and Shariah work in our daily lives (though this will not be a fiqh class, as should be evident partly by the fact that these lessons can be used by a person from any madhhab). 

Discussion Plan (5 min): Pre-reading and Accessing Previous Knowledge:

1. How do we make decisions in Islam? (By knowing the Shariah to know what Allah wants from us and what is right).

2. What should an Islamic society look like?
3. What would be there to help us practice Islam?

4. What is the reality we meet in Britain or in the Islamic world?

5. How did the situation become like this?
Reading (5 min): Medieval Baghdad: The Deen and Dunya Today

Post-reading Discussion (5 min)
1. Do you agree with what you’ve read?

2. How do we make decisions in Islam and what are the challenges we face today?

Activity 2 (15 min): The Chain: Knowing What Allah Sent Down
What is it supposed to be like? How did it work in previous generation? What is the history of the chain of knowledge?

Reading (10 min): The Chain: Knowing What Allah Sent Down (R2)
Post-reading Discussion (5 min):

1. Discuss the chain coming down. What does a person who wants to hold on to Allah’s Rope do then?
2. What is the condition of the Rope/chain in our time? Specific examples of madhhab knowledge are most productive. This may be a time to generate questions to answer through this unit or by inviting a scholar or making use of the knowledge individuals in your madrasah have.

Leading Idea (10 min): What are Questions We Have and How Do We Answer Them?

Dunya strong, making shaytan and nafs’s job easier. Blah blah
Discussion Plan:

1. Which question do we need or not need to take to scholars?

2. Which scholars should we go to? (Scholars who follow our madhhab, etc)

3. What are the challenges to doing that? (Finding or knowing them, etc).

4. Why don’t most people do this any more? (Care more about dunya, think deen is old-fashioned, not worried about grey areas, think Islam is only about leaving pork and alcohol, not enough understanding, etc.)?
Plenary (5 min): Holding to Allah’s Rope Poster
It would be beneficial to make a poster of questions, challenges, etc having to do with hold on to Allah’s Rope. The teacher could decide how to make use of the activities in this lesson to do this. The last discussion plan is a good possibility. 
