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Medieval Baghdad
1. Upper left-hand corner: A scholar in a library concentrating to understand a text. Behind him are niches carved in the wall to hold leather bound books.

2. Upper right: A debate about some issue of knowledge, all focussed on listening.

3. Bottom left: Beautiful architecture in places of learning.

4. Bottom right: Scholars passing in the streets in Islamic clothing.

Narrative: The Deen and Dunya Today

Imagine we lived in Baghdad when it was a model city with smooth administration and scholars in the government, in the masjids, and walking in the streets. It would be hard not to follow the Shariah Now Baghdad isn’t even safe to visit in broad daylight and there are frequent kidnappings for ransom and nearly random bombing. Many of the people in the city wear a moustache and no beard, the opposite of what the Shariah tells us to do. Al-hamdu li Llah, there are pious Muslims, learned ones as well, but they are hard for most people to find because one’s senses are overwhelmed by flashing computer-generated storefront signs, adverts hanging on building walls, movie theatres, and people spend much of their free time watching TV programmes that come out of Hollywood in the West and Bollywood in the East or otherwise Egypt. In one word: Dunya. It has grown with technology, especially communications technology.

As is the case in Baghdad, many countries either are or were invaded and or colonized, some in the last 20 years, some around World War I, and others up to two-hundred years ago. In many cases, rulers tried to break the hold of the ulema, the religious scholars, so that they could control the minds of the people without always resorting to military force. Traditional madrasahs were shut down. In more recent times, because puppet governments put in place by the West do not utilize the ulema and madrasahs have been shut down, there is little employment opportunity for studying Shariah so there is less interest and fewer students.

This is why the chain of knowledge going back to the Prophet salla Llahu alayhi wa ala alihi wa sallim is nearly, but not completely broken. Many Muslims today tell you to go back to Quran and Sunnah to make your decisions saying to follow the way of the righteous early Muslims, but righteous early Muslims always asked experts as did the Sahabah RAA! Besides, to know how to get the ruling from seventy-thousand hadith which have to be sorted out from two million hadith and to understand the circumstances and meaning of every ayah in the Quran might take you several lifetimes, so what do you do in the mean time when it is time to pray? Don’t forget, the imams of the madhhabs were righteous early Muslims. It is very likely that Imam Abu Hanifa was even a tabi’i (the generation directly after the Sahabah RAA) because of meeting with Anas ibn Malak RA and possibly others.

Muslims are confused and have let go of the ‘Rope of Allah’ and the dunya has become stronger and we must work hard to stay connected to it. A hadith tells us that holding on to the deen near the end of time (which we surely are in) is like holding on to a burning coal! So how are we to make decisions?
