Rationalism, Scientism, and Ethics

Learning Objectives

· Understand the history of their countrymen

· Become aware why people in their environment are averse to religion
Resources:

Ethics Y6 Au1 R1 Dinner with a Secular Neighbour
Ethics Y6 Au1 R2 Scientism and Its Implications
Ethics Y6 Au1 R3 History of Scientism and Secularism

Time 50 min: Leading Idea 1: 10 min, Activity 1: 30 min, Plenary: 10 min.
After studying Adam AS, the pact with Allah, challenges inside them (nafs and Shaytan), those outside them (the dunya, keeping contact with ulema when they are few), now they need to understand their immediate environment and how it might effect them in more ways than might be imagined and how it is the locus of their interaction with the deen: they are to give zakat, work, pray, and deal in Britain. Their Islam must take place in Britain and they should be able to communicate with their fellow countrymen and countrywomen meaning to understand their mindsets.
In the recent study of ethics, awareness has increased of how our environment effects us. We hear and see people’s ideas about the world and right and wrong and we must engage in either an inner or outer dialogue to determine why we believe what we believe regarding the messages in our ethical environment.

Leading Idea (10 min): Description of Europe and History

We know that we should be aware of our surroundings and be able to communicate with our neighbours. We should learn to think about British and European society and how it effects us and how we should effect them and how we should get along.

Discussion Plan:

1. What adjectives would we use to describe British and European society? How do we describe their ideas and thinking (perhaps throwing in the word ideology)? (Is it Christian or Athiest or secular or capitalist? Help the children find one word adjectives for what they are trying to say, but let them say it in their own words even if not the same words listed.) Have we heard our parents describe it (allowing them say things that may be rude)? (If they say things like they are naked people, point out that they do this because they think it is an expression of freedom and they don’t believe in the spirit or that there is anything wrong with strengthening desires or showing one’s body. They are not shy of each other or God, the technical word being liberal.)
2. How did it become that way? What were they before that? (They may have knowledge of WW I & II or of the Industrial Revolution and will likely have studied Greece and Rome earlier in Key Stage 2. Remind them that they were the origins of Europe: Greece founded philosophical and scientific thought, Rome developed legal and political thought [in their words].) Have they heard on the TV or from parents or other sources how Europe came to where it is today?
Activity 1 (30 min): 
: Scientism and Secularism
Reading: (5 min)

Divide the class into three jigsaw groups, ideally three groups of nine each, but OK if it goes over nine. Give them a text to read, one person reading aloud with pace. (Walk around and help put challenging parts of texts in their own words).
Discussing (10 min)

Then they split into two groups (of four or five) and go through 3 steps (3 min each):

1. State the main point and summarize.

2. Try and recount the order that things were said in own words.

3. Discuss why those ideas are important and what they mean to you.

Note: R1 Is easiest followed by R2, then R3. Consider differentiating by numbering giving the strongest readers R3 or sitting with the R3 group and an assistant if possible with R2. Do not expect mastery; the objective at this point is exposure to words and ideas that the teacher can weave into discussion throughout the year. Teachers know their class best and should feel free to alter texts before printing.
Expert Groups: (15 min, 5 min each)

Number the children in each group from 1 to 3. Then tell all the 1’s to go to where the first group was reading, 2’s to second group, etc. The students who read text 1 should talk about its main point and summary, recount its sections or story, and discuss why it was important and what it means to them.

Plenary: The Big Picture: (10 min)

Sitting in their new groups or gathering on the floor, ask the students (sometimes to the whole class, sometimes to one of the new groups) to talk about the big picture. 
1. What do we learn from all three texts together? What is the big picture the texts are talking about?

2. What do they tell us about our environment?

3. What do they tell us that we have to know before we speak to our neighbours about Islam?

4. How can we get along with them?

Extension:

Discuss the break with tradition: Rene Descarte’s statement ‘I think therefore I am’. His existence was the only thing that was certain for him. He was not sure he could trust his senses nor was he sure he could trust books or religion. This started a revolution in Europe.

Or…

Play part of one of Harun Yahya’s DVD’s like: The Quran Leads the Way to Science, The Fact of Creation or others and discuss. He challenges Darwin and shows the dark side of technology, Hitler, Darwin, Freud, and others. Many of them are suitable for ten to eleven year olds, at least for exposure.
