You noticed that Fred’s dad looked at you funny a couple times when you said something about religion. He made a point to say that he thinks a person’s religious views are personal and that religion shouldn’t have anything to do with politics or society. You mention that Islam is a way of life and you don’t understand how religion could ever be separate. At this, he takes a breath, looks to the side and then back at you and begins…
…I don’t suppose you know anything about history…Before you were born there were serious wars, millions of people were killed or tortured because of their beliefs, people stole money in the name of the church or God, all because of religion. Religion just didn’t work in the area of politics. When a leader makes his decisions because of religions rather than what’s best for the people, someone has to suffer. Someone thinks their way is God’s way and everyone else has to accept it or be tortured, killed, or imprisoned. Queen Mary becomes Catholic, everyone has to be Catholic, King Henry becomes Church of England, no Catholics are allowed in Britain, Queen so and so changes back and everyone has to follow her. It just doesn’t make sense for a state to have an official religion that everyone in that country have to follow. Countries are made of people with different faiths.

Religion also came out the loser when it tried to control science. Copernicus taught us that with human reason we find truth; the Church said that the temple in Jerusalem was the centre of the universe and people foolishly believed that for years. Copernicus showed that the sun was the centre of the solar system. The Church said that earth was only a little older than Adam and that Adam lived around 3,000 years before Christ. We know now this is way, way off. The earth is millions of years old. So IF religion is true, we must follow the conclusion that Europeans came to: that religion should stay out of politics and science and that religion is a personal thing.
The Big Bang explains the creation of the universe, Darwin’s theory of evolution explains where animal life came from. Religion tells us how to live and how to feel and philosophy can actually do that, but if religion has a place, that is it: how to live an how to feel. And some things religion tells us to do are immoral. So we just can’t practice religion without thinking it through for ourselves and saying, ‘This is a good thing to do.’ There is no other way for a thinking person. Anything else is blindly following something that history has proved not to work. When you go to university you will see all these things for yourself and you will find a different way to look at Islam. Just give it time. Islam needs to go through the same stages the Christianity went through, but because you live in the West, you can speed things up…

