The Chain: Knowing What Allah Sent Down

From Allah SWT

to Angel Gibril AS

1426 years ago, beginning in Ramadhan
From Gibril AS to the

Prophet salla Llahu alayhi wa ala alihi

1426 years ago, beginning in Ramadhan
From the Prophet salla Llahu alayhi

wa ala alihi to the Sahabah RA

1400 years ago
From the Sahabah AS

to Tabi’in (following generation)

1350 years ago
From the Tabi’in to the Imams of the madhhabs: 1300 years ago
1. Imam Abu Hanifa

2. Imam Malik

3. Imam Shafi’i

4. Imam Ahmed ibn Hanbal


From the Imams, the madhhabs

were recorded and refined by many generations
Up to around 500 years ago


From these refiners of the madhhabs fiqh was passed down

through great scholars who wrote useful books

Up to around 200 years ago

From these great scholars and authors, came mostly weaker

scholars who sometimes made mistakes so we cannot depend

on their books unless we ask ulema.

Most modern books just simplify difficult issues and Arabic for

people who do not have enough knowledge to read an original work.

Al-hamdu li Llah, there are exceptions and Allah has graces the Ummah of Muhammad with mujaddidin every 100 years who bring new light and understanding of modern difficulties.

How the Chain Works

1. The Prophet salla Llahu alayhi wa ala alihi wa sallim understood Islam because he spoke with Gibril and the experience of revelation descending on his heart changed him so that he was not like us. {Lastu ala hai’atikum} (I am not the same as you). His heart would not sleep at night, angels would feed him and give him drink, and he could worship longer than any other human.

If he salla Llahu alayhi wa ala alihi wa sallim made a decision without revelation and Allah wanted it done slightly differently, Gibril would inform him. During his lifetime, the Sahabah RA could always go back to him if they were not sure what to do in a new situation.

2. After he salla Llahu alayhi wa ala alihi wa sallim moved on to the presence of his Beloved SWT, the Sahabah RA would go back to certain other Sahabah who were the people of fatwa. There are hadith were the Prophet salla Llahu alayhi wa ala alihi wa sallim told his companions to go to other parts of the world to spread Islam and told them they were ready to give fatwa. One such instance included Mu’adh ibn Jabal RA who is buried in Jordan.

3. After the Sahabah, the next generation is called the Tabi’in (following generation). They sat with the Sahabah to learn Quran, hadith, fiqh, and other aspects of Islam. The Tabi’in went back to several great scholars for fatwa, including Sa’id ibn Musayyibah, including servants of the Sahabah who spent their time in the houses of the great muftis of the Sahabah.
4. The imams of the madhhabs sat with the Tabi’in and were so great that everyone in their time and afterwards witnessed their excellence. They were able to collect most of the hadith they needed and they showed superior understanding to others of Quran and hadith. Where they made small mistakes, the scholars who served their madhhab corrected them.

5. After that, great scholars like Muhammad Abu Hasan ash-Shaybani in the Hanafi madhhab and Imam Juwaini and Nawawi in the Shafi’i madhhab refined and spread the knowledge.

6. In the tradition Muslim societies in Makkah and Medina, Syria, Iraq, Egypt, Persia, India, and Turkey, the government employed qadis and muftis to help run the country and madrasahs were set up or funded by wealthy traders and scholars filled the streets, courts, and markets. In those societies, most affairs even in the government worked according to Islamic knowledge of halal and haram and zakat was collected from the rich and distributed to the poor.

There were problems such as attacks by the Mongols and Crusaders, but until Colonization in the 1800’s, traditional Muslim societies were intact and finding answers to questions and problems and living halal and following the Sunnah in dress and actions was not only normal, it was almost so easy that a person had to make sure they were doing it for ikhlas. A person who became a scholar in those days was promised to be taken care of by the government for their whole life! That is different from the poverty the Sahabah RA preferred.
7. In our day, many muftis give fatwas to please irreligious rulers. Fatwas are given on the internet and in fatwa counsels, and people don’t even know which madhhab the fatwa is coming from and they don’t check. If people don’t like one fatwa, they will search around for another. Many people just learn tajwid as a child and how to pray and then they study science in the university and they think they can figure out what Islam says about the questions that occur in their lives. This is ignorance plus arrogance! These are the diseases of our age and we ask Allah to protect us from them, amin.
