Scientism

Scientism means to treat science like a religion. That means that science should tell us how to live, why we are alive, how we got here, and it should be the supreme source of knowledge for us. If something disagrees with science, we should accept what science says and reject the other information as false. Such a person is said to be scientistic, not scientific. Scientific has a good meaning: to be careful in one’s thinking and to have knowledge of science.
"In essence, scientism sees science as the absolute and only justifiable access to the truth."
Scientism is a belief that scientific knowledge is the foundation or base of all knowledge and that, because of this, scientific argument should always be weighted more heavily than other forms of knowledge, especially those which are not yet well described or justified from within the rational framework, or whose description fails to present itself in the course of a debate against a scientific argument.

If it is said that something is good, like Salat, a scientistic person might say, ‘Where is the scientific research to display this?’

In areas such as religion, society, psychology (knowledge of people and personalities), and even the economy, logical and rational frameworks haven’t yet been developed or scientific arguments are not the best way to make progress in those areas. These areas are not respected by scientistic people as ‘real’ knowledge like the study of electricity, gravity, chemistry, biology, and other areas of science.

History

Scientism made great progress in the Industrial Revolution. Machines were made to reduce farm work, vaccinations for disease were discovered. People started to believe all their problems could be solved by science, they almost worshipped it and it became the most respected subject at school and university.
Then two things happened that changed people’s mind forever. The ‘unsinkable’ ship, Titanic was made. Its hulls were made of thick steel and it was the greatest passenger ship made to that time. People felt safe riding on. As if to tempt God or fate, they rode into areas with large glaciers. The ‘unsinkable’ symbol of human progress was ripped open by a glacier and the passengers all drowned accept a few.

Another message that mankind and science could not reach perfection was the First World War. People before that had faith that machinery and technology would save mankind. Now they saw them being used to make barbed war, mortars, planes, chemical weapons that would dissolve the lungs or burn the skin off, or machine guns that could kill thousands of men in just a few seconds. 15 Million people died in total and Europe which had ruled the world for three-hundred years lost power over the world. Made could make technology, but he could not control his own evil, greed, or hatred and he spread corruption in the land. Technology had not improved life, it had only changed it.
People’s belief that science would progress towards total knowledge of every possible event and the cure for every evil or hardship was broken forever. But people did not return to religion.

